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Lettre circulaire de la COI n° 2397 IOC/WWW/AF/FC 
(Disponible en anglais, espagnol, français et russe) Le 31 août 2011 
 
À : Agences nationales officielles de coordination chargées d’assurer la liaison  

 avec les États membres de la COI 
 Secrétaire général et Président de l’OMM, 
 Directeur exécutif et Président du PNUE, 
 Directeur exécutif et Présidente du CIUS, 
 Chefs de secrétariat et présidents des organisations scientifiques intergouvernementales et 

non gouvernementales concernées : CEOS, SMOC, GEO, CIEM, PIGB, IODE, JCOMM, 
 PICES, POGO, SCOR, SCAR, PMRC 

cc : Président et Vice-Présidents de la Commission 
 Délégués permanents et missions d'observation des États membres de la COI  

 auprès de l'UNESCO 
 Commissions nationales pour l'UNESCO des États membres de la COI 
 Présidents des principaux organes subsidiaires de la COI  
 Présidents des alliances régionales pour le GOOS 
 

Objet :  Invitation à présenter d’ici au 31 octobre 2011, des candidats susceptibles de 
siéger au Comité directeur provisoire du GOOS 

Madame, Monsieur, 

La 26e session de l’Assemblée de la COI, qui s’est tenue à Paris du 22 juin au 5 juillet 2011, a 
décidé par sa résolution XXVI-8 « Renforcement et rationalisation du GOOS » de dissoudre les 
actuels Comité directeur scientifique (GSSC) du Système mondial d’observation de l’océan 
(GOOS) et Comité intergouvernemental pour le Système mondial d’observation de l’océan  
(I-GOOS) et de les remplacer par un seul comité : le Comité directeur du GOOS (GSC). 
Conformément à la résolution, la réorganisation de la gouvernance du GOOS prendra effet au 
1er janvier 2012. Afin de maintenir la dynamique et dans l’optique d’une première réunion prévue 
en janvier 2012, je lance un appel à candidatures pour ce Comité directeur provisoire du GOOS 
(iGSC), dans l’attente de l’approbation de la réforme par les autres coparrains du GOOS. 
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Le Comité directeur provisoire du GOOS sera composé de cinq membres désignés par les 
groupes électoraux des États membres de la COI (les membres actuels du Conseil de l’I-GOOS1 
rempliront cette fonction jusqu’à la 27e session de l’Assemblée de la COI), ainsi que de 10 autres 
experts scientifiques et techniques. Ces derniers devront être à même de représenter un large 
éventail de services et systèmes d’observation des océans. 

D’autres représentants d’organismes de parrainage du GOOS et des présidents des organes de 
coordination et de mise en œuvre compétents seront invités à participer ès qualités aux travaux de 
l’iGSC. 

La réorganisation de la gouvernance du GOOS fait suite à un long processus préparatoire, au 
cours duquel ont été examinées les évaluations et les conclusions d’un certain nombre de 
groupes, notamment du groupe de travail OceanOb'09 qui a établi le Cadre pour l’observation de 
l’océan (http://www.oceanobs09.net/wg). La résolution de l’Assemblée insiste sur le fait que l’iGSC 
devra posséder une forte présence et une grande variété de partenaires pour développer le 
Système mondial d’observation de l’océan, en encourageant la création de liens concrets entre 
différents éléments d’observation et avec la communauté des partenaires. 

Conformément à l’article 26 du Règlement intérieur de la COI et au nouveau mandat du Comité 
directeur provisoire du GOOS, j'ai le plaisir de solliciter des candidatures aux 10 postes d’experts 
scientifiques et techniques de l’iGSC. Les dossiers de candidature doivent inclure un curriculum 
vitae et un formulaire de candidature complété (ci-joint). Outre la volonté de nommer au sein du 
Comité des personnes possédant les meilleures compétences scientifiques et techniques, la 
répartition géographique et l’équilibre entre les sexes constituent également une priorité. Veuillez 
présenter ces candidatures avant le 31 octobre 2011, par courrier électronique à l’attention 
d’Albert Fischer (a.fischer@unesco.org). 

En consultation avec le Bureau de la COI et les coparrains du GOOS (l’OMM, le PNUE et le 
CIUS), je nommerai ces 10 membres additionnels du Comité directeur provisoire du GOOS et 
prévois de convoquer leur première réunion en janvier 2012. L’iGSC désignera un Président parmi 
ses membres. 

La coordination internationale d’un Système mondial d’observation de l’océan véritablement 
inclusif et élargi, répondant aux exigences de toutes les nations et de toutes les parties prenantes, 
collaborant à de nombreuses initiatives, et au sein d’une communauté diversifiée, et favorisant une 
volonté accrue d’observer les variables physiques, biogéochimiques et écosystémiques des 
océans, exigera un effort concerté de votre part à tous. J’espère pouvoir compter sur votre 
contribution à cet appel à candidatures et aux travaux en cours pour améliorer le GOOS dans 
l’intérêt de chacun. 

Je vous prie d'agréer, Madame, Monsieur, les assurances de ma plus haute considération. 

[signé] 

Wendy Watson-Wright 
Secrétaire exécutive de la COI 
Sous-Directrice générale, UNESCO 

 
 
Pièces jointes :  Résolution IOC/XXVI-8 
 Formulaire de candidature 
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POSTNOV (Russie), Ashley JOHNSON (Afrique du Sud), Frederico Antonio SARAIVA NOGUEIRA 
(Brésil). 



Resolution XXVI-8 

STRENGTHENING AND STREAMLINING GOOS 

The Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, 

Recalling IOC Resolutions XVI-8 establishing the Global Ocean Observing System 
(GOOS) and XXIII-5 establishing Terms of Reference of the Intergovernmental 
Committee for the Global Ocean Observing System (I-GOOS) and the GOOS Scientific 
Steering Committee (GSSC), 

Noting: 

(i) the progress in the implementation of the GOOS Climate module as reported to 
the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) at Cancun, 
December, 2010 (GOOS report No.184), 

(ii) the Framework for Ocean Observations1 developed by the task team set up by 
the OceanObs’09 Conference (Venice, 21-25 September 2009) 

(iii) paragraph 36a of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (World Summit on 
Sustainable Development, 2002), which called for expanded observation of the 
global ocean and coastal seas, and the planned assessment of the progress to 
date and the remaining gaps in sustainable development and the implication for 
oceans at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 
(RIO+20). 

Reaffirming that the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) is a priority for the IOC, 

Considering: 

(i) that observations of the oceans are critical to the provision of maritime safety 
services, including in addressing the obligations of Member States under the 
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), and to disaster 
risk reduction, in particular in coastal areas subject to marine natural hazards 
such as tsunamis and storm surges, 

(ii) the importance of systematic ocean observations to ensure that the target 
adopted by the Tenth Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biodiversity 
(CBD, Nagoya, 2010) 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, especially areas 
of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem benefits, can be 
conserved through an effectively and equitably managed, ecologically 
representative and well connected network of protected areas, 

(iii) the importance of sustained oceanographic observations to global climate 
monitoring, research and prediction, to the planned improved future delivery of 
climate services under the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), to 
the provision of environmental services in general and to operational ocean 
prediction and related services, 
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(iv) that sustained observations are critical to manage ocean biodiversity and 
ecosystems, as well as to global monitoring and assessment of ocean carbon, 
ocean acidification and the marine environment generally, including in particular 
the UN regular process for global reporting and assessment of the state of the 
marine environment, including socio-economic aspects (the “UN Regular 
Process”), 

(v) the need to increase the number of IOC Member States active in GOOS 
implementation, and to develop their capacity to participate in and benefit from 
GOOS, 

Considering further: 

(i) the formation in 1999 of Joint IOC-WMO Technical Commission for 
Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM) as a joint mechanism for 
coordinating ocean observations between IOC and WMO and GOOS’ continuing 
participation in the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS), 

(ii) that UNEP, in particular its Regional Seas Programme, is a priority user for 
GOOS observations, products and services, 

(iii) that engagement of the oceanographic research community in development of 
GOOS can benefit from cooperation with the International Council for Science 
(ICSU), 

(iv) that the IOC Regional Subsidiary Bodies and the GOOS Regional Alliances are 
important mechanisms for GOOS implementation, 

Recognizing the need to broaden the scientific remit of GOOS and to simplify its 
governance, 

Having Considered the summary report from I-GOOS-X (Paris, June 2011), 

Decides to: 

1.  recommit to GOOS, building on existing achievements, by: 

(i) focusing on GOOS as a holistic system encompassing global, regional and 
coastal observations and products; 

(ii) integrating all available observational data; 

(iii) aligning GOOS with a Framework for Ocean Observing2 oriented to an 
essential ocean variable approach; 

(iv)  promoting GOOS’ essential role in providing observations and products to 
inform actions taken under global conventions such as UNFCCC, including 
its emphasis on adaptation, (including data for) consideration of natural 
hazards; CBD, and SOLAS, and regional conventions such as the UNEP 
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Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans; as well as the UN Regular 
Process;  

(v) reinforcing global participation through increased extrabudgetary support for 
capacity development, especially in Africa, Small Island Developing States 
and Least Developed Countries; 

 
2.  streamline and strengthen the governance of GOOS by: 

(i)  reconfirming IOC as lead sponsor responsible for GOOS; WMO, UNEP and 
ICSU as cosponsoring organizations, and cooperation with other committed 
organizations which contribute to and/or benefit from GOOS; 

(ii) confirming that the IOC Governing Bodies, through appropriate 
arrangements, become the bodies directly responsible for governance of 
GOOS; 

(iii)  dissolving I-GOOS, the GOOS Scientific Steering Committee, and its 
subsidiary panels on 31 December 2011; 

(iv) creating the GOOS Steering Committee with effect from 1st January 2012; 

(v) reinforcing cooperation with the IOC Regional Subsidiary Bodies, and with 
other relevant bodies including the GOOS Regional Alliances, as a means 
for coordination and implementation; 

(vi) adopting the terms of reference for the GOOS Steering Committee 
appended to this resolution; 

 
Decides Further that, 

(i)  the GOOS Steering Committee will be comprised of up to 15 members. Five 
experts will be appointed by Member State “Electoral Groups” during the IOC 
Assembly, one from each group. These five experts will have, in addition to 
their technical expertise, the role of providing policy advice and guidance to 
the Steering Committee, consistent with that of the IOC Governing Bodies. 
The five members elected at the I-GOOS X (20 June 2011, Paris) will serve 
as the representatives for the Electoral Groups until the 27th Session of the 
Assembly; 

(ii)  the Executive Secretary, in consultation with the IOC Officers, and the co-
sponsors, will appoint up to 10 scientific and technical experts based on 
relevant expertise, giving due consideration to geographical and gender 
balance;  

(iii)  the GOOS Steering Committee will regularly assess its own performance in 
relation to its terms of reference. The GOOS Steering Committee will report 
annually on its implementation and progress to the IOC Governing Bodies;  

Urges Member States to commit to support the sustained operation of GOOS; 



Notes that the financial implications on the Regular Programme budget of the 
strengthening and streamlining of GOOS will be cost neutral and will not exceed the 
envelope formerly allocated to I-GOOS and GSSC; 

Requests the Executive Secretary to ensure the required support for the effective 
operation of the GOOS Steering Committee. 

 
Annex to Resolution XXVI-8 

 
Terms of Reference for the GOOS Steering Committee (Group of Experts) 

 
Acting under the guidance and governance of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission Governing Bodies, and with the active participation and support of Member 
States, the GOOS Steering Committee will carry out intersessional activities to: 

(i)  identify the essential ocean variables to observe, and develop and update as 
necessary the scientific, technical and implementation plans and targets for 
GOOS, for approval of the IOC Governing Bodies and partners; 

(ii) monitor, promote, and provide guidance on development and operation of GOOS 
in accordance with agreed implementation plans; 

(iii) regularly assess the performance of GOOS in providing users with fit-for-purpose 
data and information products; 

(iv) identify and encourage research and operational programmes to enhance and 
improve GOOS; 

(v) advise on developing the capacity of all Member States to participate in and 
benefit from GOOS. 

 
The GOOS Steering Committee will appoint a Chair from amongst its own membership.  
 
The GOOS Steering Committee will produce a biennial Workplan for consideration by 
the IOC Governing Bodies and adoption by the Assembly. The Workplan will also be 
shared with other cosponsors. This Workplan will clearly identify dedicated resources 
and commitments necessary for each Workplan element. In executing the elements of 
the plan endorsed and resourced by the IOC Governing Bodies, and/or extrabudgetary 
sources, the GOOS Steering Committee will be supported by a GOOS Project Office 
within the IOC Secretariat.  
 
The GOOS Steering Committee will have the authority to create and dissolve time 
limited panels according to the IOC rules of procedure within limits of resources 
available. 
 
The chairs of appropriate coordinating and implementing bodies, both within and outside 
IOC, will be invited to participate in an ex-officio capacity. Such bodies would include, for 
example, subsidiary panels, the GOOS Regional Council, IODE and JCOMM. 
 



The GOOS Steering Committee members can serve up to two consecutive two-year 
terms. 
 
The GOOS Steering Committee may invite observers to its meetings. 
 
Within the limits of resources available, the GOOS Steering Committee shall preferably 
meet annually face to face immediately preceding IOC Governing Body meetings. 
 
 

 








