
Course dates: 
23 - 26 September, 2018

Duration: 4 working days 
(~ 25 hours classroom sessions, plus eventual 
online assignments)

Course Venue: 
INIOAS, Tehran, Iran

Lecturers:
• Dr. Abdolvahab Maghsoudlou (PEGO-OBIS 

node manager: INIOAS)
• Dr. Hanieh Saeedi (Senckenberg Research 

Institute and Natural History Museum; OBIS 
Data Manager, Deep-Sea Node)

• Oleksandr Neprokin (Black Sea OBIS node 
Manager)

• Dr. Keyvan Kabiri (INIOAS : biodiversity data 
visualization)

Period for Applications: 
02 – 25 July 2018

Application process: 
Please fill in the online application form on 
https://otga.wufoo.com/forms/r14ujwml0fmgypc/
or https://bit.ly/2lQxulQ

All information available: 
https://www.oceanexpert.net/event/2300 and  
how to apply here: http://bit.ly/2ACZY9r

No tuition fee applies. A limited number of 
fellowships is available.

Contacts:
OTGA Iran Regional Training Centre 
Coordinator: Hamid Alizadeh Lahijani
(Lahijani@inio.ac.ir) or PEGO-OBIS: Abdolvahab
Maghsoudlou (wahabbio@gmail.com)
or OTGA Coordinator: Dr. Claudia Delgado
(c.delgado@unesco.org)

Useful sites:
www.iode.org www.ioc-cd.org 
www.oceanteacher.org www.iobis.org
www.oceanexpert.net

Overview
The course provides an introduction to the Ocean Biogeographic Information System (OBIS). This 
includes best practices in marine biogeographic data management, data publication, data access, 
data analysis and data visualisation. With the numerous datasets being generated through various 
projects and some old data yet to be captured in the database, this training provides an opportunity to 
manage this wealth of scientific knowledge.

Aims & Objectives
• Introducing OBIS to regional/national marine biodiversity researchers and data managers
• Expand the OBIS network of collaborators specially through the ROPME member states (Persian 

Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, part of the Arabian Sea)
• Improve marine biogeographic data quality
• Increase awareness of international standards and best practices related to marine 

biogeographic data management
• Increase the amount of open access data published through OBIS and its OBIS nodes
• Increase the use of data from OBIS for research, species conservation and area-based 

management applications

Course Topics
• Introduction to OBIS and PEGO-OBIS node
• Introduction to WoRMS
• State of the art on marine biodiversity knowledge of the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman
• Use of Darwin Core standards for species occurrence records
• Data Processing in OBIS
• OBIS Data Formats
• Data publication in OBIS
• Data Access in OBIS
• Data visualization in OBIS

Target Audience
• Marine data managers, PhD students and researchers working with marine biodiversity data
• Principle Investigators of major marine biodiversity projects
• National marine biodiversity focal points
• Priority will be given to participants that can demonstrate to hold important data contributions to 

OBIS especially from gap areas in OBIS (Middle East countries, especially from ROPME member 
states).

NOTE: priority will be given to participants originating from the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman  
region/countries (ROPME member states). UNESCO is committed to promote gender equality. 
Therefore, applications from women are strongly encouraged.

Course Pre-requisites:
• Candidates should be from institutions that contribute, or hold and plan to contribute, marine 

biogeographic data to OBIS 
• Need to bring own laptop; Good IT skills; Working knowledge of English.

A Certificate of Participation will be issued to all successful students
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