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AGENDA ITEM 1.0:	OPENING DAY ONE
AGENDA ITEM 1.0:	SOT Chair Opening Remarks

SUMMARY
The SOT Chair welcomed the attendees to PMO-6.  PMOs were thanked for their efforts to coordinate with vessels and maintain observations inasmuch as possible due to the extreme challenges posed by COVID-19.  The importance of PMO efforts to recruit and obtain as many observations as possible was shown in an example of extreme weather, and very good but not perfect ship avoidance, in and around the Gulf of Alaska in September, 2020.  Finally, the SOT Chair conveyed some recent SOT successes including the work with Maersk to get a commitment for all Maersk-owned vessels to become part of VOS, and for the significant achievement by the SOT Metadata Task Team in updating the ship metadata reporting scheme.  Looking ahead, efforts at recruiting vessels as part of the Independent VOS Class are expected to increase as part of contributions to the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science.
B. ACTIONS/DECISIONS/Recommendations:
None 
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C. BACKGROUND INFORMATION (not to be included in the session report):
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