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Part 1: A best practice is a methodology that has 
repeatedly produced superior results relative to other 

methodologies with the same objective 

Part 2: To be fully elevated to a best practice, a 
promising method will have been reviewed, adopted 

and employed by multiple organizations
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Ocean Best Practices
Best practices bring many benefits:
ü Quality and consistency of observations
ü Interoperability of data

ü Efficiency (don’t re-invent the wheel)
ü Transparency - Data traceability and reproducibility
ü Connections between data, models and applications

ü Resource for training and capacity development 
BUT
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� Not all best practice knowledge is documented
� They are scattered and can be hard to find

� Difficult to know which is the right one
� Can be lost when a project ends
� Promising methods may not be shared 
� Missing incentives that drive community building

A system is needed for 
Ocean Best Practices



What is the Ocean Best Practices System?
www.oceanbestpractices.org
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Cryosemantics working 
group

Explore knowledge neighbourhood to 
enhance discovery 



Leveraging contextual domain 
knowledge to enhance search



BP Process Guides and Templates
User Guides
• Guidelines for Depositors
• Guidelines for Editors
• Best Practices for Best Practices

Document Templates (further templates …)
• Sensors
• Ocean Applications
• Data Management

Hörstmann, C.; Buttigieg, P.L.; Simpson, P.; Pearlman, J. ; Karstensen, J. and Waite, A.M. 
(2020) Towards a Best Practice for Developing Best Practices in Ocean Observation 
(BP4BP): Supporting Methodological Evolution through Actionable Documentation. Paris, 
France, UNESCO, 33pp. (Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Manuals and 
Guides No. 84). (IOC/2020/MG/84). DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.25607/OBP-781

Hörstmann, C.; Buttigieg, P.L.; Simpson, P.; Pearlman, J. and 
Waite, A.M. (2021) Perspectives on Documenting Methods to 
Create Ocean Best Practices. Frontiers in Marine Science, 
7:556234, 5pp. DOI: 10.3389/fmars.2020.556234
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https://repository.oceanbestpractices.org/handle/11329/343
https://repository.oceanbestpractices.org/handle/11329/344
https://repository.oceanbestpractices.org/handle/11329/1266
http://dx.doi.org/10.25607/OBP-758
http://dx.doi.org/10.25607/OBP-761
http://dx.doi.org/10.25607/OBP-760




Convergence & Endorsement

• Convergence: process where existing, but fragmented, knowledge is 
synthesized/converged to create a comprehensive document 
– that may qualify as “Best Practice”

• Endorsement: process where organizations/coordination groups 
approve documents as the current standard for their operations 
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1. have completed a rigorous community review process
2. approved by the leadership of the relevant network
3. is fit for the purpose and fully satisfies the definition of a best

practice on the OBPS
4. has been recognised through the relevant GOOS body
5. is available and identifiable within the OBPS repository, or will be

submitted as soon as endorsement is received.
6. Is updated at relevant timeframes

To qualify as “GOOS endorsed” a best practice is expected to
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● Submit BP & use BP on repository, be an advocate

● Come to the workshop in September

● Submit to Frontiers and and act as a reviewer

● Engage and feedback to this working group

● Raise areas/opportunities of development, outreach and 

capacity development, link with IODE Ocean Teacher

● Submit to newsletter

Community engagement throughout the process
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Announcing the Fifth OBPS Community Workshop - September 20-24, 2021: An Ocean of Values
https://workshop5.oceanbestpractices.org/
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