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AGENDA ITEM 10.1: SOT Financial Report 

SUMMARY 

 
This document provides an overview of the Financial information on the SOT related activitiess. 

  

A. SUMMARY (Draft text for inclusion in the final report): 

  

Funds related to SOT Panel activities are in three Trust Funds (TF) managed by WMO; 

JCOMM/WHOI Trust Funds to manage the contributions received from NOAA(WHOI-TF); ASAP 

Trust Fund (ASAP-TF) and DBCP Trust Fund (DBCP-TF).  

 

Funds received from NOAA is managed in JCOMM TF and WHOI TF which are primarily used for 

OceanOPS staff salaries and IT services of OceanOPS according to the donor instructions. JCOMM 

TF was closed with the expiration of the 5year funding agreement (30 June 2020). Please see 

Annex 1 for the statement of JCOMM TF.  WHOI TF was established to receive funds from NOAA 

funding agreement established for the period of 7/1/2019-6/30/2021 and the 2021 financial 

statement if in Annex 2. 

 

ASAP-TF consisted of money owed to the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) following the termination 

of the Worldwide Recurring ASAP Project (WRAP). The Team recalled the conditions proposed by 

SOT-51 regarding the use of the remaining funds within the ASAP Trust Fund (i.e. SOT-5 final 

report, paragraphs I-7.2.3.4 and I-7.2.3.5). As agreed at the SOT-8, the control of the ASPAP-

TF spending is with the SOT Focal Point for the BOM. This TF was dormant for last number of 

years. To reduce the maintenance burden of an additional TF, BoM focal Point (Mr. Joel Cabrie) 

approved to transfer all the funds in ASAP-TF (CHF 12,906) to the DBCP TF SOT project for pure 

SOT activities and granted spending authority to SOT Chairperson. Accordingly, the funds were 

transferred, and the ASAP-TF was closed in 2021. Please see Annex III for the final statement 

of ASAP-TF.  

 

DBCP-TF first established over 30 years ago to support the activities of the DBCP Panel and 

managed by the DBCP Panel. Over the years the DBCP-TF evolved into a multi-user trust fund 

providing space for other Panels/Groups (i.e. DBCP, SOT, OceanOPS, OcenSITES, etc) within 

Observation Coordination Group (OCG) primarily to benefit from its lower service charge (3%). 

At DBCP-33 (Brest France, October 2017) meeting where all the funders were present, the DBCP 

Panel agreed to distribute its funding management responsibilities to individual Panels. 

Accordingly, SOT chair on behalf of the SOT Panel has the spending authority over the SOT 

Project of the DBCP TF starting from 2018.  

 

DBCP TF receives contributions for activities of the DBCP, SOT, OceanOPS and the WMO. At 

DBCP-33, the Panel also agreed that contributors to the trust fund should identify how their 

contributions should be distributed among the DBCP, SOT, OceanOPS and WMO projects. If no 

 

1 https://oceanexpert.org/document/3830 
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instruction given by the funder, contributions will be made to the general operation of OceanOPS, 

DBCP, and SOT at the ratios: OceanOPS 61%, DBCP 31%, and SOT 8%. This was determined 

based on previous years spending behaviors. This decision was implemented as of 2018 January. 

Starting from 2019 E-SURFMAR has instructed to distribute there annul contribution as follows; 

OceanOPS 70%, DBCP 15%, and SOT 15%. 

 

Regular contributions to the DBCP TF and the distribution of funds among different programmes 

are provided in Table 1. 

 

Table 1 : Summary of National Contributions and distribution among the programmes 

Contributor 

In 

Currency 

of 

Payment 

In US$ (as of 

02/07/2021) 

Total 

contribution 

towards 

OceanOPS 

Total 

contribution 

towards 

DBCP 

Total 

contribution 

towards 

SOT 

Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 

E-SURFMAR €55,000 65,032 42,552 9,755 9,755 

Meteorological 

Services of New 

Zealand 

€1,800 2,128 1,298 660 170 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Canada 

CAD$ 

34,000 
27,390 16,708 8,491 2,191 

Bureau of 

Meteorology, 

Australia 

€11,700 13,834 8,439 4,289 1,107 

National Institute of 

Ocean Technology, 

India 

US$5,000 5,000 3,050 1,550 400 

South African 

Weather Service 

(SAWS) 

€4,000 4,730 2,885 1,466 378 

BSH, Germany €3,600 4,257 2,597 1,320 341 

Total  122,371 80,499 27,530 14,342 

Note: Except for E-SURFMAR all other contributions are distributes at the ratios; OceanOPS 

61%, DBCP 31%, and SOT 8%. E-SURFMAR ratio of distribution OceanOPS 70%, DBCP 15%, 

and SOT 15%. 

 

As indicated in Table 1, from regular contribution of seven donors, SOT receives about 14,000 

US$ per year for pure SOT activities. Travel of Technical Coordinator (TC) is covered under 

OceanOPS project funds in DBCP-TF while SOT TC salaries are covered in WHOI TF. OceanOPS 

financial report is provided in Annex VI.  

 

DBCP TF report provided in Annex IV provide the SOT spending information for the 2020. Report 

in Annex V provide an interim statement as of 15 July 2021 with balance available for each 

project including for SOT.  

 

Below Table 2 indicate the estimated budget approved by the SOT EXB for the 2021. And 2022 

estimated expenses are in Table 3 for the SOT Panel Approval. 

 

Table 2: Estimated budget approved by SOT Executive Board for 2021 (excluding support cost) 

SOT– Item Description Estimated budget for 2021 (US$) 

SOT - General Activity $8,000 

Capacity Development $20,000 

SOT Chair and Other Travel $5,000 

Other $5,000 

Total $38,000 
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Table 3: Estimated budget for SOT activities in 2022 doe SOT Panel Approval (excluding 

support cost) 

 

SOT– Item Description Estimated budget for 

2022 (US$) 

Estimated budget for 2023 

(US$) 

SOT - General Activity $3,000 $3,000 

Capacity Development $5,000 $5,000 

SOT Chair and Other Travel $5,000 $5,000 

Other $1,000 $1,000 

Total $14,000 $14,000 

 

B. ACTIONS/DECISIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS REQUIRED: 

(a) Action: Request the Panel to approve the estimated budget (excluding support cost) for 

next intersessional period.   

SOT– Item Description 2021 (US$) 2022 (US$) 2023 (US$) 

SOT - General Activity $8,000 $3,000 $3,000 

Capacity Development $20,000 $5,000 $5,000 

SOT Chair and Other Travel $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 

Other $5,000 $1,000 $1,000 

Total $38,000 $14,000 $14,000 

(b) Recommendation: Request Panel members to consider contributing to the DBCP-TF 

towards SOT activities.   
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ANNEX 1 
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ANNEX II 

WHOI Trust Fund- 2020 Financial Statement 
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ANNEX III 

ASAP Trust Fund – Final Statement 
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ANNEX IV 

DBCP Trust Fund Financial Report - 2020 

 



 

ANNEX V 

DBCP Trust Fund -Project Balance as of 15 July 2021 



 

 

ANNEX VI 

OceanOPS Financial Report  

https://goosocean.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewDocumentRecord&docID=28462 

 

https://goosocean.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewDocumentRecord&docID=28462

