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AGENDA ITEM 4:	METADATA
AGENDA ITEM 4.1.1:	SOT – ID / WIGOS – ID 
The Technical Coordinator (TC) of the Ship Observations Team, Mr Martin Kramp, reported on developments in the allocation and management of unique station identifiers.
The SOT noted that per its recommendation to the OCG and from there to JCOMM-5 and eventually WMO infrastructure commission the use of the proposed SOT-ID scheme has been endorsed. OceanOPS has delegated authority to allocate such IDs. Furthermore, OceanOPS now has delegated authority to issue unique IDs for other marine observing systems such as floats and drifters following the WMO-ID concept. 
These IDs are the local identifier (4th block) of the longer WIGOS-ID (WSI), which OceanOPS allocates with issuer identifier 22000 (2nd block). The issue number (3rd block) is at this stage of no importance for the SOT because all allocated local identifiers are truly unique.
The meeting recalled its decision of using SOT-IDs for every new SOT station, its recommendation to migrate to SOT-IDs for all existing stations (noting that OceanOPS allocated SOT-IDs already for all existing or already closed stations) and (in agreement with members presently still using them) to phase out any (other) existing masking scheme, in particular the generic ID “SHIP”. 
Mr Kramp explained that a request from an instrument operator to “mask” the ship will hide the corresponding ship metadata like name, IMO, call-sign, etc. from non-authorized users. However, vessel type and all station-related metadata like sensor information remain available, which is of high advantage for data users.
A ship potentially hosts more than one instrument (package). The use of the mask option should be limited as much as possible and requires the approval of the TC. The meeting agreed again that in times of AIS and similar technologies the former security concerns are now less of an issue.
Together with the metadata TT, the following workflow has been developed for the transitional period to a new metadata format: Operators who would like to migrate to SOT-IDs for already existing stations can look up these IDs on the OceanOPS website and start using this ID in GTS submissions at any time. In OceanOPS, the “GTS-ID” will be updated automatically. In metadata submissions in the presently still valid Pub47 format, the SOT-ID must then be entered in the call-sign field. Operators who create a new station must first request a SOT-ID from the OceanOPS website, use this ID in GTS submissions, and submit it in the Pub47 call-sign field. A short workflow document has been developed for this purpose.
The TC reported that several operators have implemented this workflow already successfully. He also reported that the SOT-ID is the identifier used in submissions to OSCAR, which OceanOPS feeds with metadata for all marine stations. In OSCAR, only the vessel type is available as ship metadata. The GTS identifier is available as program-related identifier, for stations still using call-signs in GTS submissions the call-sign will thus be visible in this OSCAR field.
The meeting noted that in terms of coherency and data history/integrity, the tracking of identifiers through the OceanOPS API over the lifetime of a station has been tested and approved by selected data users and experts.

[bookmark: _APPENDIX_B:_][bookmark: _Toc319327009]B. ACTIONS/DECISIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS REQUIRED:
(a)	Action/Decision[footnoteRef:1] 0.0.0/1 — Implement SOT-IDs.   [1:  An Action/Decision  is an item directly related to SOT and on which SOT can action or decide directly. Details on rational for the action/decision should be included in the Background section.] 

	Following its former decisions, the meeting agreed again to use SOT-IDs for any new station, and to phase out masking schemes. The migration to SOT-IDs for already existing stations was recommended
(b)	Adopt draft Recommendation[footnoteRef:2] 0.0.0/1 — Recommendation title.   [2:  A Recommendation involves proposed action(s)on another body outside of SOT (e.g. DBCP, JCOMM, WMO, IOC, CBS etc.). Rational for the Recommendation should be included in the Draft Recommendation.] 



[bookmark: _Toc319327012]C. BACKGROUND INFORMATION (not to be included in the session report):
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JCOMM-5 report:
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=4528
INFCOM III report:
https://meetings.wmo.int/INFCOM-1-III/English/3.%20SESSION%20ARCHIVE/INFCOM-1(III)-d05-1-1(2)-WIGOS-GUIDE-ANNEX-No-1165-draft1_en.docx
WMO OSCAR:
https://oscar.wmo.int/surface/#/
	Example mask: https://oscar.wmo.int/surface/#/search/station/stationReportDetails/0-22000-0-YUZBM5M
	Example non-mask: 
https://oscar.wmo.int/surface/#/search/station/stationReportDetails/0-22000-0-YRCXNBW
OceanOPS API :
https://www.ocean-ops.org/api/1.0/help/
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