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Setting the Context

• The Open Ended Working Group on monitoring and assessment
• Providing technical insight on the implementation of the LBS Protocol

• Key Obligations under the Convention
• The SOCAR

• Annex III of the LBS Protocol
• Discharge guidance

• Guidelines for receiving waters
• IGM18/COP15, LBS COP4



The Challenges

• Strengthening the role of science

• The importance of causality

• A paucity of quantitative data

• Data Gaps

• Data comparability

• Consensus guidelines

• Funding, funding, funding



The not so Minute Minutiae
• Laboratory capacity

• National budgetary constriants
• HR deficiencies

• Laboratory coordination

• Class I or Class II waters?

• Discharge vs receiving water guidelines

• The right parameters to monitor
• Addressing the issue of nutrients

• Comparable SOPs

• Equipment compatability
• Detection limits



Plan of Action
• Strengthening national capacity

• Institutional considerations

• Aligning national and regional priorities
• Obligations and necessities

• Developing a research culture

• A system of support
• Lab network
• RACs
• bilateral

• Addressing the resources dilemma



• Thank you for your attention


