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IOC OL Action Plan

Vision statement

Through international collaboration, exchange of good practices and creation of partnerships,

IOC assists its Member States to reinforce the work on ocean literacy,

so that ocean knowledge is fully leveraged to advance ocean sustainability.



Final version OL Action Plan

Priorities

Resource mobilization reinforced

Ocean science concepts integrated into formal education curricula in 

order to enhance global ocean literacy

Dialogue enhanced and collaboration increased through the inclusion 

of diverse stakeholders in ocean literacy discussions

Products and ocean literacy resources should include accessibility 

access options

Capacity of stakeholders (e.g. governments, private sector, social 

sciences, indigenous communities, journalists, communities) to engage 

in ocean literacy discussions and activities strengthened

Reinforced research on human behavioral change, 

science communication and impacts of ocean literacy to improve 

its efficacy
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Ocean Literacy Activities 2022

Three main areas of work:

Formal education

Capacity Development and 

Resources Development

Support to knowledge and 

experience exchange



Formal Education



Formal Education: toolkits

English Spanish

French Italian

Portuguese



Formal Education

UNESCO Communication and Information Sector



Non-Formal Education



Capacity Development and resources development

Experts, case studies, videos

Animated videos 

(available in EN, SP, FR, IT)
Ocean Literacy Essential Principles videos



Capacity Development and resources development

To be soon released: Ocean Literacy Training 

Course for the Finance Sector (March 2022) 



Support to knowledge and experience exchange 

Geneva, 6-7 April 2022, Peer Learning Session:

Enhancing ocean literacy and the

sustainable development of regional seas with UNEP

9-10 May 2022



Ocean Literacy and the Ocean Decade 

From Ocean Literacy 

FOR All to Ocean 

Literacy WITH All

Ocean Literacy With All (OLWA): the change we need for the ocean we want

Lead institution(s): Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO

OLWA advances Ocean Literacy (OL) through international partnernships

and networks by designing and implementing transformative locally and globally

relevant research-based activities and projects by and for diverse stakeholders. 

This programme builds capacity and behaviour change to achieve an ocean

literate society to help ensure sustainable development of the global ocean.



Ocean Literacy and the Ocean Decade 

• EU4Ocean 

Coalition

• Youth4Ocean 

(European Year for 

Youth-2022)

• Blue Schools 

Network



IOC-31 Decision

Dec. A-31/3.5.4

• Establishes the IOC Group of Experts on Ocean Literacy with the 

terms of reference presented in the annex to this decision and invites

Member States to nominate suitable candidate members for the 

Group

• Circular Letter to propose experts 


