
Central America actions
Griselda Marroquín

Silvia Chacón Barrantes

WG-Central America



First 6 PTWC messages were not received by 
any country in the region
• All countries started receiving message #7 at 14:21 CA time (20:21 

UTC)
• All countries (except El Salvador) did received 
• Test for the Caribbean at 13:20 CA time (19:20 UTC) 
• Message #1 for the Caribbean at 13:30 CA time (19:30 UTC)



Unofficial WhatsApp groups

• Dr. Strauch shared message #5 at 10:29 CA (16:29 UTC) saying ”no 
considerable impact expected for Central America”

• In Costa Rica we found out at 9:30 (15:30) through another group 
where Chile shared SL records at Easter Island



Warnings of dangerous currents

• Issued at most CA countries
• Costa Rica 
• at 9:55 CA (15:55 UTC) from SINAMOT, 
• at 11:00 CA (17:00 UTC) from CNE (DMO)

• El Salvador at 14:45 CA (20:45 UTC) from Civil Protection in social 
networks
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22 records at Costa Rica
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Honduras

• Once they confirm tsunami waves in the US and South America, they 
activated DMO and issued an advisory for ships, estuaries and river 
mouths for 18 hours
• Asked officers in the coast to report any anomaly
• Cedeño: observed abnormal sea level oscillations w/o flooding
• Río Guascorán (border with ES): fishermen reported the sea entered 

the river with currents stronger than usual
• Bulletins were confusing, people constantly called asking them about 

PTWC bulletins
• They didn’t know what to expect and asked colleagues in CA


