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ABSTRACT

The IOC Ocean Best Practices System Steering Group (SG-OBPS) meets annually at
a face-to-face/hybrid/online meeting.   During the intervening months the SG-OBPS
meets monthly online.

This report is the record of the online meeting for 09 February 2022

For bibliographic purposes this document should be cited as follows:

Steering Group for the IOC Ocean Best Practices System (SG-OBPS), Monthly
Meeting, 09 February 2022. [ONLINE]  Paris, UNESCO/IOC, 4pp. & Annex.  (Reports
of Meetings of Experts and Equivalent Bodies). 2022
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1. Opening of the meeting
Johannes Karstensen, SG-OBPS Co-Chair, opened the meeting at 20.00 UTC on
Wednesday 09 February 2022. Apologies were received from: Rachel Przeslawski;
Juliet Hermes and Peter Pissierssens. A complete list of the meeting participants is
shown in Annex I
JK explained that at SG-OBPS-III it was agreed the monthly meetings 'format' would
rotate over a 3-month cycle :
Month 1: Discussions relating to strategic decisions (formal meeting where a quorum
will be required)
Month 2: Open Chat
Month 3: Community dialogue with invited speaker(s)
This meeting was designated for an Open Chat informal session and the call for open
chat topics had been provided online in GDrive one week before the SG meeting. It
was agreed a recording would not be made, but brief notes would be prepared.

2.  OBPS YouTube Channel
It was confirmed OBPS did not have a dedicated YouTube channel but did have some
Workshop IV channels.
AGREED::
NR to implement a dedicated Channel OBPS/OCEAN PRACTICES FOR THE
DECADE and all distributed content to be brought into this channel, and organised into
themes,

3.   Workshop VI, 2022
Discussion covered:  whether to schedule the workshop and SG as back-to-back
events; the workshop format (hybrid or virtual); the workshop content framework; who
would lead the Workshop Coordination.
AGREED:

1. The Workshop would be held separately one month apart:   Workshop (Nov,
virtual); SG (Dec, in person hopefully - some funding could be provided from
projects but in person participation may also have to be supported by the SG
member’s organizations)

2. Workshop to be Virtual; consider using the QiqoChat  software again (breakout
function was good)  but grant funding would be required for this

3. Suggestion for content was to invite back the successful Working Groups from
WSIV, eg Fisheries and expanding to Aquaculture; and the productive Task
Teams sessions from WSV

4. All SG present were willing to be part of an organizing committee
5. Workshop Coordinator was not identified but a new prospective SG member

had indicated an interest in workshop organization.

4.  Search for  WP7 Co-lead via email
A CV and Motivational Letter from a prospective new SG member, had been circulated,
with the ask  for SG agreement to prospect joining SG and support  WP7 as co-lead.  8
positive responses had been received..  The 13 meeting participants all expressed
support
AGREED:

1. JK to send out an assumptive email to all SG to confirm the new SG and WP7
nomination and the decision would be validated at the next Decision Making SG

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vZR_RSiKQ7qiburBQKbBXxVwwWXublBW/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115984934548572908651&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DcFJmEYbNHO9nyVYF21zZGJVnDUUd4g81wOZNyt2hYk/edit?usp=sharing
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meeting in April.

5.  Search Committee for Co-Chairs
The present co-Chairs had agreed for a 3 year renewal of their position but had
indicated they would withdraw sooner, although not at the same time! No expressions of
interest had been received from SG members and therefore an external search needs
to be made. The Chairs would contribute an  article outlining the rotation and roles of
the co-chairs and SG members to OBPS News Flash and  the GOOS ‘Update’ and a
search committee formed
AGREED:

1. JP/JK submit an article outlining the rotation and roles of the co-chairs and SG
members to OBPS News Flash and  to GOOS ‘Update’ to stimulate interest in
the search

2. Search Committee to include EH/PP/IODE Co-Chairs and in collaboration with
JP/JK can draw up a short list of people that can be approached.

6.  Search Committee for WP8/OceanPractices Programme
Coordinator
Members were reminded that the WP8 Lead would also be the Programme Coordinator
for the Ocean Practices for the Decade Programme.
AGREED:

1. That a call for this position should be made differently to the Co-Chair search
and would follow once the Co-Chair replacements had been identified.

7.  Ambassador Pilot
ECOP Decade Programme who already have regional networks and contacts, agreed
to work with us on recruiting OceanPractices/OBPS Ambassadors; we would provide a
document (a draft already available) on what roles and activities were involved, what
experiences OBPS could offer: advocacy at conferences, mentoring; training in
communication technology/techniques; possibly some travel funding and as with WSIV
as Workshop Session co-leads. They could also be invited to the SG monthly meeting
rotation when speakers on requested topics will be invited. It was expected to put out
the call in May through ECOP Programme website and other channels - GOOS
supports regional groups and GRA might be a route to find people

8. Publications out of Africa
Mika Odido (IOC Coordinator in Africa, IOC’s Sub Commission for Africa & the Adjacent
Island States (IOCAFRICA)) has identified the need for more publications from Africa.
This could be as best practices or articles in journals such as ‘Frontiers’ and
‘Oceanography’. It was agreed that the next SG Monthly Meeting in March 2022 would
invite speakers on the topic of ‘Best Practices in Developing Regions’ which would
cover the South Pacific, but also Africa to respond to Mika’s comments. SG were
asked to suggest speakers.

9. Close of Meeting
Not all chat topics were covered in this session: EuroSea impact / lessons; Newsletter
impact; Dissemination of OBPS Module one; Future of DEI TT; Endorsement final doc -
and they would be added to the next Open Chat meeting, May 2022. The meeting
closed at 16.15 CET
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ANNEX I

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS [ONLINE]

Mark BUSHNELL
Oceanographic Consultant
NOAA/US Integrated Ocean Observing
System
3801 Shadow Lane, Virginia Beach, Virginia
23452 United States of America

Emma HESLOP
Programme Specialist
Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) /
Observation Coordination Group (OCG)
7 Place de Fontenoy, 75007 Paris – France

Cora HOERSTMAN
Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and
GEOMAR Helmholtz-Zentrum für
Ozeanforschung Kiel: Kiel, Germany

Johannes KARSTENSEN (co-Chair)
Scientist
Ocean Circulation & Climate Dynamics:
Physical Oceanography
GEOMAR | Helmholtz Centre for Ocean
Research Kiel
Duesternbrooker Weg 20, 24105 Kiel
Germany

Arno LAMBERT
IT Services Manager
UNESCO / IOC Project Office for IODE
Wandelaarkaai 7/61 - 8400 Oostende –
Belgium

Ana LARA-LOPEZ
Scientific Officer
EuroGOOS AISBL
Rue Vautier, 29
1000 Brussels, Belgium

Adam LEADBETTER
Marine Institute
Galway, Ireland, H91 R673

Frank MULLER-KARGER
Institute for Marine Remote Sensing/IMaRS
College of Marine Science
University of South Florida
140 7th Ave. South St Petersburg, FL 33701
United States of America
  
Francoise PEARLMAN
Director, FourBridges
Port Angeles, WA 98362
United States of America

Jay PEARLMAN (Co-Chair)
Director, Four Bridges
Port Angeles, WA 98362
United States of America

Nicholas RODEN
Scientist
Geofysisk institutt, UiB/Geophysical institute,
UiB
Allégaten 70, Bergen, Norway

Pauline SIMPSON
Project Manager Ocean Best Practices
System
UNESCO / IOC Project Office for IODE
Wandelaarkaai 7/61 - 8400 Oostende –
Belgium

Jordan VAN STAVEL
Nelson Mandela University /SAEON
Egagasini Node
South African Environmental Observation
Network 
National Office
South
Africa                                                              

https://oceanexpert.org/institution/17493

