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National Focal Points

2017

CL 2666

Request for 
designation or 
update of NFP

2030 Global Ocean 
Observing System 

Strategy

Prompted GOOS SC to 
consider the role of 

NFPs

2019

EOOS Operations 
Committee

Requested revision 
of NFP ToRs and 
alignment with 

EOOS. Requested 
communications 

support

2001

Task Team

Task Team formed as a 
response to SC-9

NFP ToR updated

2021

CL 2931

Circulation of updated 
ToR Feedback 

received

Request NFPs 
updated

2023

GOOS Steering 
Committee

Updated ToRs 
approved by GOOS SC

Apr
2023

Sep
2023

European NFP 
meeting

First meeting in 
person - EuroSea

76 NFPs globally

Oct
2023

GOOS NFP 
Forum

Kick off meeting -
Global





High expectations - GOOS working with its NFP to develop the role

Where to start

FULL IMPLEMENTATION

Promote national and/or 
regionally coordinated 
strategies for 
implementation
Develop reporting to IOC 
with GOOS

DEVELOP COMMITTEE/HUB
Support alignment nationally 
and regionally
Promote GOOS actions
Identify  national priorities and 
report to GOOS
What does success look like

Refine delivery of ocean 
information
Promote national FAIR ocean data and metadata practices 

ENGAGEMENT
Connect with national 
observing and stakeholder 
groups - what required

Advocate for sustained 
funding for ocean 
observations and role of 
coordination

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Advocacy for national investment in sustained observations to deliver information to users

Contribute to GOOS 



NFP Connections (ToR)

● National ocean observing programmes/systems
● GOOS ocean observing networks, Regional 

Alliances (GRAs)
● GOOS sponsors IOC, WMO, UNEP, ISC
● National ocean data, modelling, and ocean 

assessment activities
● Ocean Decade Committees
● Other national committees as relevant, e.g. GCOS
● Government departments with an interest in ocean 

issues / use of ocean information
● Marine industry/blue economy

Step by step, prioritise by importance to your nation



GOOS GRA and NFP – Opportunities



● Highlight the importance of the NFP role 
● Create a Forum for exchange with GOOS and other NFPs
● Promote relevant GOOS activities NFPs
● Provide communications materials 
● Provide visibility of national contributions to GOOS, and work towards 

developing regular reporting to the IOC
● Use feedback on national needs and gaps to develop GOOS

GOOS can help


