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2Working Group on Tsunamis and Other Hazards Related to Sea-Level Warning and Mitigation Systems (TOWS-WG)
Annex to Resolution XXIV-14: Terms of Reference 

1. The TOWS-WG will:
(a) Advise on co-ordinated development and implementation activities on warning and mitigation systems for tsunamis and 
other hazards related to sea level of common priority to all ICG/TWSs, with special emphasis on:

(i) harmonization and standardization of relevant observation, data management and communication, forecast and 
warning practices
(ii) development of synergies in capacity-building and outreach activities
(iii) reinforcement of intergovernmental, international and national capabilities on hazard knowledge, vulnerability, and 
impact assessment
(iv) effective coordination with all related subsidiary bodies, experts groups and partner organizations with relevant 
mandates.

(b) Report to the IOC Executive Council and Assembly on these common activities and propose new actions, as required.
(c) Advise the IOC Executive Council and Assembly regarding:

(i) instructions to the relevant subsidiary bodies responsible for coordinating the
implementation of TOWS-WG actions
(ii) any liaison or consultation required with relevant international and
intergovernmental stakeholders in implementing TOWS-WG actions not under
the unique mandate of IOC.

2. The TOWS-WG shall review and provide guidance on establishing the framework mechanism for a comprehensive, 
sustained and integrated end-to-end global system covering tsunami and other hazards related to sea level, exploiting existing 
IOC mechanisms, capacities and capabilities, and facilitating priority projects and programmes, in alignment with the IOC 
Strategic Plan and IOC Executive Council decisions and in
coordination with relevant stakeholders.
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The membership of the TOWS-WG will be constituted by:

a) The Chairpersons of the four ICG-TWSs, and GOOS, JCB, IODE

b) Three Members of the IOC Executive Council, nominated by the Chairperson, taking into account 
geographical distribution – (TNCs of Chile, USA)

c) High-level representatives invited from the key TOWS-WG stakeholders in disaster risk reduction 
outside IOC (CTBTO, FDSN/GSN, GEBCO, IHO, IMO, UNDRR, WMO)

d) Appointed members of the Executive Council may be re-appointed for a second two-year term.

The TOWS-WG shall be chaired by one of the Vice-Chairpersons of IOC and co-chaired by one of the 
Chairpersons of an IOC Subsidiary Body, on the recommendation of the Chairperson of the 
Commission after consultations with the IOC Officers

The TOWS-WG shall meet once a year, prior to the IOC Executive Council or the Assembly.
The IOC Executive Secretary shall provide the secretariat for the TOWS-WG.



4TASK TEAM ON TSUNAMI WATCH OPERATIONS
2024-2025

Ms Elizabeth Vanacore
ICG/CARIBE EWS

Ms Noura Alkaabi
ICG/IOTWMS

Ms Helene Hebert
ICG/NEAMTWS

Mr Yuichi Nishimae
Chair

Mr Charles McCreery
ICG/CARIBE EWS

Mr Karyono
ICG/IOTWMS

Mr Alessio Piatanesi
ICG/NEAMTWS

IOC/TOWS-WG-X/3, Annex II (Appendix 1): Terms of 

Reference of the Inter-ICG Task Team on Tsunami Watch 

Operations

• Provide a mechanism to the ICGs for coordination of 

tsunami watch operations among the Tsunami Warning 

Systems;

• Maintain an inventory of current and proposed products 

and their dissemination methods;

• Recommend and promote harmonized terminology;

• Maintain an inventory of areas of responsibilities, 

geographical coverage, system architectures, and other 

relevant characteristics;

• Recommend operational standards, procedures and 

guidelines for regional and national providers of tsunami  

forecast information;

• Share and harmonise methods of detection and 

characterization, forecasting techniques and dissemination 

to enhance the accuracy and effectiveness of tsunami 

forecast information for users; 

• Monitor status of the regional provision of tsunami forecast 

information; Report to TOWS-WG. 

The representatives to the 
Inter-ICG Task Team on 

Tsunami Watch Operations 
shall be nominated by their 

respective ICG Chairpersons. 
The membership shall consist 
of two representatives from 

each ICG and include 
representatives from the 

regional providers of tsunami 
threat information. The IOC 

Chair will appoint the Chair of 
the Task Team.

.

Intergovernmental 
Coordination 

Groups (ICGs) 
representatives

Mr Yuichi Nishimae
ICG/PTWS ICG/PTWS

Mr Dakui Wang



5TASK TEAM ON DISASTER MANAGEMENT & PREPAREDNESS
2024-2025

Ms Silvia Chacon

ICG/CARIBE EWS

Ms Harkunti 
Pertiwi Rahayu

ICG/IOTWMS

Mr Ignacio Aguirre
ICG/NEAMTWS

Chair

Ms Alison Brome

Mr Ardito M. Kodijat
Indian Ocean Tsunami 

Information center

Mr Marino 
Champalakis
ICG/NEAMTWS

Intergovernmental 
Coordination 

Groups (ICGs) 
representatives

Tsunami 
Information 

Center(TICs) 
representatives

Ms Ashleigh Fromont
International Tsunami 
Information Center

Ms Laura Kong

Caribbean Tsunami 
Information center

ICG/PTWS

Harkunti Pertiwi 
Rahayu

The representatives to the 
Inter-ICG Task Team on 
Disaster Management and 
Preparedness shall be 
nominated by their 
respective ICG 
Chairpersons. The 
membership shall consist 
of two representatives 
from each ICG, one of 
which should represent 
the ICG’s Tsunami 
Information Center. The 
IOC Chair will appoint the 
Chair of the Task Team. 

IOC/TOWS-WG-VI/3, Annex II: Terms of 

Reference of the Inter-ICG Task Team on Disaster 

Management and Preparedness

Facilitate in collaboration with organization such as 

UNISDR, the exchange of experiences and 

information on preparedness actions, 

education/awareness raising campaigns and other 

matters related to disaster management and 

preparedness;

Promote preparedness in coastal communities 

through education and awareness products and 

campaigns;

Facilitate SOP training across ICGs to strengthen 

emergency response capabilities of Member States 

and their Disaster Management Offices;

Promote preparedness programs and assessment 

tools that have been successful in one regional 

Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System in the 

others as appropriate;

Facilitate the coordination of the TICs of the ICGs;

Report to the TOWS–WG
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Decisions at the 32nd IOC Assembly related to the TOWS-WG XVI

IOC Decision A-32/3.4.1 - Warning and Mitigation Systems for Ocean Hazards

https://www.iode.org/index.php?opt
ion=com_oe&task=viewEventRecord
&eventID=3694 

https://www.iode.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewEventRecord&eventID=3694
https://www.iode.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewEventRecord&eventID=3694
https://www.iode.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewEventRecord&eventID=3694
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https://oceanexpert.org/event/4016#overview 

Plans for the TOWS-WG XVII

https://oceanexpert.org/event/4016

