COUNTRY TSUNAMI WARNING CENTER GUIDANCE

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES (TWC SOPS)

(ITIC, PTWC, September 2014)
SIMPLE PUBLIC MESSAGE TEMPLATES: 

INFORMATION, WATCH, WARNING, CANCELLATION

Use:  This message is to be disseminated to the Public by a Country’s National Tsunami Warning Center or Emergency Management Stakeholder Agency based on the interpretation of the PTWC New Enhanced Products.  The Message, in local time, states the Alert Level and gives the recommended Public Safety Action.
Simple Public Text Message Template:  TSUNAMI INFORMATION

There will be 2 cases:

1. NO TSUNAMI THREAT (earthquake too small to generate tsunami)

Date and Time of Message Issuance

Header  < insert country message header >

THIS IS A TSUNAMI INFORMATION STATEMENT
AN EARTHQUAKE HAS OCCURRED NEAR xxx AT yyyy LOCAL TIME

 < copy earthquake parameters from PTWC message.  Convert UTC time to local time. >

THERE IS NO TSUNAMI THREAT TO < insert country >
THIS WILL BE THE ONLY STATEMENT ISSUED FOR THIS EVENT.

2. POTENTIAL TSUNAMI THREAT, BUT THE TSUNAMI IS FAR AWAY 

Date and Time of Message Issuance

Header  < insert country message header >

THIS IS A TSUNAMI INFORMATION STATEMENT
A MAJOR EARTHQUAKE HAS OCCURRED NEAR xxx AT yyyy LOCAL TIME.

< copy earthquake parameters from PTWC message.  Convert UTC time to local time. Use AM and PM >

THERE IS NO TSUNAMI THREAT TO < insert country > AT THIS TIME.

WE WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THIS EVENT. 

IF A POSSIBLE DESTRUCTIVE TSUNAMI GETS WITHIN SIX HOURS OF < insert country >, A TSUNAMI WATCH WILL BE ISSUED

NO ACTIONS ARE REQUIRED AT THIS TIME. 

THE NEXT UPDATE MESSAGE WILL BE ISSUED HOURLY OR SOONER IF THE SITUATION WARRANTS.

Simple Public Text Message Template:

TSUNAMI WATCH 
Date and Time of Message Issuance

Header  < insert country message header >

A TSUNAMI WATCH IS NOW IN EFFECT FOR < insert country >.
NEXT TEXT SENTENCE IS OPTIONAL:  

A MAJOR EARTHQUAKE OCCURRED NEAR xxx AT yyyy LOCAL TIME, WHICH MAY HAVE GENERATED A DESTRUCTIVE TSUNAMI. 

< copy earthquake location and origin time from PTWC message.  Convert UTC time to local time. Use AM and PM. >  
TSUNAMI WAVES ARE NOW WITHIN zzz HOURS OF < insert country >
THE EARLIEST ESTIMATED TIME OF TSUNAMI WAVE ARRIVAL IS AROUND aaaa AM/PM LOCAL TIME.

< copy estimated arrival time ETA from PTWC message.  Convert UTC time to local time. Use AM and PM >  
ALL PERSONS IN LOW-LYING COASTAL AREAS SHOULD STAND BY AND PREPARE TO EVACUATE TO HIGHER ELEVATIONS OR INLAND OR TO DESIGNATED AREAS IF A TSUNAMI WARNING IS ISSUED.

THE NEXT UPDATE MESSAGE WILL BE ISSUED HOURLY OR SOONER IF THE SITUATION WARRANTS.

Simple Public Text Message Template:

TSUNAMI WARNING 
Date and Time of Message Issuance

Header  < insert country message header >

THIS IS AN EMERGENCY MESSAGE FROM 

< insert authoritative agency >

AS OF aaaa AM/PM LOCAL TIME WED OCT 1 2014

A TSUNAMI WARNING IS NOW IN EFFECT FOR < insert country >
< insert WARNING DETAILS from among below options >
THE EARLIEST ESTIMATED TIME OF TSUNAMI WAVE ARRIVAL IS AROUND yyyy LOCAL TIME.  

< copy estimated arrival time ETA from PTWC message.  Convert UTC time to local time. Use AM and PM >  
ALL PERSONS IN LOW-LYING COASTAL AREAS SHOULD EVACUATE TO HIGHER ELEVATIONS OR INLAND OR DESIGNATED AREAS.

< If dissemination by voice, repeat Warning >
THE NEXT UPDATE MESSAGE WILL BE ISSUED HOURLY OR SONNER IF THE SITUATION WARRANTS.
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Insert 1 of the following WARNING DETAILS depending on situation;
HAZARDOUS TSUNAMI WAVES ARE POSSIBLE WITHIN THE NEXT THREE HOURS (or other amount of time) ALONG SOME COASTS OF < insert country >
or

A TSUNAMI WARNING REMAINS IN EFFECT FOR < insert country >

or

TSUNAMI WAVES REACHING 3 TO 10 FEET (1 TO 3 METERS) < copy PTWC Quantitative Forecast given for forecast polygon > ABOVE THE TIDE LEVEL ARE POSSIBLE ALONG SOME COASTS OF < insert country >

Simple Public Text Message Template:

TSUNAMI WARNING OR WATCH CANCELLATION 
Date and Time of Message Issuance

Header  < insert country message header >

THIS IS AN EMERGENCY MESSAGE FROM 

< insert authoritative agency >

AS OF aaaa AM/PM LOCAL TIME WED OCT 1 2014

THE TSUNAMI WARNING IS CANCELLED. 
< or THE TSUNAMI WARNING IS CANCELLED.>
THERE IS NO LONGER A TSUNAMI THREAT FOR  < insert country >

HOWEVER, SOME COASTS MAY STILL EXPERIENCE STRONG CURRENTS AND SMALL SEA LEVEL CHANGES FOR SEVERAL HOURS

< If dissemination by voice, repeat Cancellation >

THIS IS THE FINAL MESSAGE FOR THIS EVENT.

