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CARIBE WAVE 2021   

Regional Tsunami Exercise 

 

The annual CARIBE WAVE exercise has been improving and validating tsunami 

readiness since 2011. The exercise was held on March 11, 2021 at 14h00 UTC in 

commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the Tohoku earthquake and tsunami in Japan. Despite 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, over three hundred thousand people from the entire 

Caribbean basin participated in the exercise. Registered participants included designated 

Tsunami Warning Focal Points (TWFPs), National Tsunami Warning Center (NTWCs), as well 

as emergency and preparedness organizations, K-12 Schools, healthcare, businesses, among 

others. It was left up to the Member States and Territories to determine the level of participation 

and whether to use the simulated messages for one of the two tsunami scenarios: Jamaica and 

Northern Lesser Antilles.  

Most countries and territories publicized the exercise through social media to encourage 

the participation of the community. The hashtag tracker service Brand24 was used to monitor 

#CaribeWave21 from February 21 to March 17. Its data resulted in over 300 mentions on social 

media outlets and posts reaching over 2 million people worldwide. Several Emergency 

Management agencies from countries such as Barbados, Grenada, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 

Trinidad and Tobago, and others informed citizens through online article publications and social 

media posts that their country would participate in the exercise on March 11. The National 

Weather Service and the Puerto Rico Seismic Network also published informative posts related 

to tsunami awareness in preparation for CARIBE WAVE. 

This report includes 55 associated publications accessed through the internet from 17 

Member States and Territories in the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions, as well as international 

organizations. TV and radio broadcasts are not included. 
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