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OBJECTIVES OF THE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON 

HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS 
Agenda item 1.1, (Document IOC/IPHAB-IV/3)

To foster the effective management of, and 
scientific research on, harmful algal blooms in 
order to understand their causes, predict their 

occurrences, and mitigate their effects
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to assess progress, decide on priorities, and identify 
funding or funding opportunities for implementation 
of the IOC HAB programme.

Document: IOC/IPHAB-V/3, Annex IV

The IOC-FAO Intergovernmental Panel on 
Harmful Algal Blooms 

IPHAB

established in 1992
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COMPOSITION

The membership of the Panel is open to Member States of IOC which
have declared to the Secretary IOC their involvement or intention to
participate in the development and implementation of the Harmful Algal
Bloom Programme on a global, regional, or national scale.

The Panel shall include the representatives of IOC regional and other
subsidiary bodies, and of other interested international organizations,
particularly SCOR.

Invitations to participate in Panel activities may be extended to scientific
experts at the request of the Panel and with the approval of the
Secretary of the IOC.
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Chair : Philipp HESS (France)
Vice-Chair: Maggie BROADWATER (USA)

The Panel will, prior to the closure of each Session, 
elect from its members a Chairman who will serve in 

that capacity until the closure of the next Session.
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FUNCTIONS OF IPHAB
The Intergovernmental Panel on Harmful Algal Blooms is
established to carry out the following functions:

1. Review and identify programme requirements;
2. Promote efficient and cost-effective implementation of the

HAB programme and prepare recommendations on this
implementation to the IOC Assembly and Executive Council
(and FAO relevant bodies).
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3. Identify the resources necessary to meet HAB programme
needs;

4. Ensure effective interaction and communication with regional
intergovernmental (e.g., ICES, PICES, etc.) as well as
regional and global non-governmental (e.g., SCOR)
organizations involved in research on toxic algae and
harmful algal blooms; and

5. Report to the IOC Executive Council and Assembly (and the
FAO relevant bodies).



How do we operate?
Member States (you)

www.ioc.unesco.org/hab

IOC-FAO IPHAB                             

IOC Assembly

IOC Budget and Work Plan

IOC Secretariat implements

Member States 
National Reps

→ decides→

→

→
→

→

Communicate!

→ decides

Informs & 
recommends

decides

→

IOC HAB Programme

FAO Budget and Work Plan

FAO Secretariat implements

→
→

endorses

→

FAO HAB Programme

FAO  Subcommittee on Fish Trade

→
FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI)

Technical discussions & recommendations

→decides &
recommends
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2.1 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

2.2 DESIGNATION OF A RAPPORTEUR
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AGENDA ITEM 2.3
DOCUMENTS: 
www.ioc-unesco.org/hab / Documents / IPHAB-XVII
https://oceanexpert.org/doclist/233

SPEAKERS: Take note of the time allocated in the 
Time Table!
Task Team Chairs be prepared to submit 
revised/updated/reconfirmed ToRs!

https://oceanexpert.org/doclist/233
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DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE IOC ASSEMBLY and 
FAO COMMITTEES AND MATTERS ARISING 

FROM IOC AND FAO THAT ARE HAB RELATED 
Agenda item 3

DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE IOC ASSEMBLY:
• Approval of IPHAB-XVI Recommendations
• IOC Budget frame biennium 2026-2027
Document IOC-FAO/IPHAB-XVII.Inf.1
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IOC ASSEMBLY 2023
Intergovernmental Panel on Harmful Algal Blooms (IPHAB)

• The representatives of seven Member States took the floor. 

• The Assembly warmly welcomed FAO back as a partner in IPHAB. 

• The Assembly highlighted the importance of further development predictive modelling of 
HAB events and recognised how changes in the ocean-climate nexus and the interaction 
between multiple ocean stressors, including ocean acidification, eutrophication and 
deoxygenation, are closely linked with changes in HAB event occurrences and their 
impacts on coastal ecosystems and the services of these to society. 

• The Assembly welcomed the initiative by IPHAB to frame societal priority HAB 
challenges in the UN Decade HAB-Solutions Programme and thereby broaden 
partnerships and strengthen co-design for better mitigation of HAB impacts on marine 
ecosystem services (including aquaculture, seafood safety/public health, recreation & 
tourism, drinking water, biodiversity). 
• The Assembly confirmed the focus of the Decade HAB-Solutions Programme on novel 
and transformational technologies, on demands for sharing of HAB data, and on strategies 
for safe seafood, drinking water and healthy coastal ecosystems. 

• .
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IOC ASSEMBLY 2023
Intergovernmental Panel on Harmful Algal Blooms (IPHAB)

• The following Member States chose to provide records of their plenary intervention on 
this agenda item for the informational annex to the meeting report: Chile, Colombia, 
France, Japan, and USA.
• The Assembly adopted Decision A-32/3.4.3
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Decision IOC A-32/3.4.3.
Harmful Algal Blooms 

Intergovernmental panel on Harmful Algal Blooms (IPHAB)

The Assembly,

Having considered the Executive Summary Report of the 16th session (Rome, Italy, 27–
29 March 2023) of the IOC-FAO Intergovernmental Panel on Harmful Algal Blooms 
(IPHAB),

Endorses the Executive Summary Report of IPHAB-XVI and the recommendations 
contained therein (IOC-FAO/IPHAB-XVI/3s);

Notes that the regular budget for these activities will be identified as part of the overall 
Resolution on Governance, Programming and Budgeting matters of the Commission.
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IOC Budget frame
• Expected Result: Risks and impacts of ocean related hazards reduced, 
climate change adaptation and mitigation measures taken, and policies for 
healthy ocean ecosystems developed and implemented by Member States; 
Early warning and services: HAB
• Regular Budget for 2014-2015: 30.000 USD
• Regular Budget for 2016-2017: 43.905 USD
• Regular Budget for 2018-2019: 40.000 USD
• Regular Budget for 2020-2021: 40.000 USD
• Regular Budget for 2022-2023: 57.700 USD
• Regular Budget for 2024-2025: 171.000 USD (-30% announced).
• Regular Budget for 2026-2027: between 138.000-144.000 USD, 
depends on decisions by the UNESCO GC and politics.
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DECISIONS TAKEN BY FAO 
COMMITTEES

Agenda item 3 cont. 
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Agenda item 4
DEVELOPMENTS DURING THE 

INTERSESSIONAL PERIOD 
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Agenda item 4.1:
CHAIR IPHAB AND TECHNICAL SECRETARY´S 

SUMMARY REPORT

IOC PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENT 2024-2025

Document IOC-FAO/IPHAB-XVII/Inf.4
Document IOC-FAO/IPHAB-XVII/ Inf.2
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
PANEL
ON HAB

Task Team on Algal Taxonomy

GlobalHAB SSC (with SCOR)

WG on HAB Dynamics
(with ICES)

Regional Group ANCA

(IOCARIBE) 

WG on Ballast of Ships and 
other

Vectors (with ICES and IMO)

Regional Group FANSA

(South America)

Task Team on Biotoxins

Task Team on 

Harmful Algae and Fish Kills

GlobalHAB Sub-Committee

on Best Practices

GlobalHAB Sub-Committee

on Sargassum / GESAMP

Task Team on HAIS/GHSR

(with IODE, IAEA, ICES, PICES, ISSHA)

Regional Group HANA 

(North Africa)

Regional Group

IOC/WESTPAC-HAB (W. 
Pacific)

Through its working groups, task teams and 
regional groups the IOC HAB Programme  

directly involves about 400 people. A 
community of ca. 5500 people receives the e-

version of ’Harmful Algae News’. 

Task Team on 

Ciguatera

Regional Group 
IOCAFRICA/HAB

Task Team on HABs 

and Desalination of Seawater

Task Team on 

Early Warning Systems

HAB-S

Task Team on 
HABCommunication 
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4.1. FAO & IOC UNESCO STAFFING

FAO 
Esther Garrido Gamarro, Technical Secretary IPHAB; FAO Staff, Fishery 
Officer, Food Safety and Quality – Aquatic Products, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Division

IOC UNESCO
Henrik Enevoldsen, Technical Secretary IPHAB, IOC-UNESCO staff, IOC HAB 
Programme Coordinator; IOC Ocean Science Section;

November 2020-2023 Ms. Yun Sun was seconded by China to the IOC HAB 
Programme as a Junior Professional Officer and has after that been financed 
by IOC UNESCO.

Simonetta SECCO Administrative Assistant for HAB at IOC UNESCO.
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4.1 IOC SCIENCE AND COMMUNICATION CENTRE ON HARMFUL 
ALGAE

The Centre in Denmark is a decentralized IOC Programme Office 
for HAB.

Jacob Larsen, Project Staff, Associate Professor

The Centre in Copenhagen, Denmark, opened in May 1995 and  is 
hosted by, and located at, the Department of Biology, University of 
Copenhagen
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The IOC Secretariat is inviting for staff support 
through the Junior Professional Officer Programme 
(JPO), or loan of staff to the HAB programme.
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HAB Capacity Building 

Agenda Item 4.2
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4.2.2 Courses and training implemented 2024-2025:
Document IOC-FAO/IPHAB-XVII/Inf.2

8 training courses

• IOC Courses with certification continued

• IPI in cooperation with Marine Institute and with 
University of Las Palmas Gran Canarias

• Regional and in-country courses
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4.1.1 Validation and inter-calibration workshop at the National 
Marine Information and Research Centre (NATMIRC), 
Swakopmund, Namibia, 30 January - 10 February 2022

4.1.2 IOC Training Course and Identification Qualification in 
Harmful Marine Microalgae, IOC Science and Communication 
Centre on Harmful Algae Copenhagen, University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark, E-learning Sept-Nov 2023, followed by 
practical course.

4.1.3 IOC Training Course and Identification Qualification in 
Harmful Marine Microalgae, IOC Science and Communication 
Centre on Harmful Algae Copenhagen, University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark, E-learning Sept-Nov 2024, followed by 
practical course.
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4.1.4 International Phytoplankton Intercalibration (IPI): 
University of Las Palmas Gran Canaria – IOC; sample analyses, 
taxonomic quiz on OceanTeacher, intercalibration report and 
workshop, from January to December 2023.

4.1.5 International Phytoplankton Intercalibration (IPI): 
University of Las Palmas Gran Canaria – IOC; sample analyses, 
taxonomic quiz on OceanTeacher, intercalibration report and 
workshop, from January to December 2024.

4.1.6 International Phytoplankton Intercalibration (IPI): University 
of Las Palmas Gran Canaria – IOC; sample analyses, taxonomic 
quiz on OceanTeacher, intercalibration report and workshop, 
from January to December 2025.
.
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4.1.7 Advanced Phytoplankton Course 13, Stazione Zoologica
Anton Dohrn, Italy, 6-26 October 2024. Jointly organized by the 
Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn, the UNESCO/IOC Science and 
Communication Centre on Harmful Algae and the Station 
Biologique de Roscoff, with the support of UNESCO/IOC Project 
Office for IODE/Ocean Teacher Global Academy and partners.

4.1.8 Validation and inter-calibration workshop at the National 
Marine Information and Research Centre (NATMIRC), 
Swakopmund, Namibia, 9-22 February 2025.
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4.2 Planned courses

4.2.1 IOC Training Course and Identification Qualification in 
Harmful Marine Microalgae, IOC Science and Communication 
Centre on Harmful Algae Copenhagen, University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark, E-learning Sept-Nov 2025, followed by 
practical course.

4.2.2 IOC Training Course and Identification Qualification in 
Harmful Marine Microalgae, IOC Science and Communication 
Centre on Harmful Algae Copenhagen, University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark, E-learning Sept-Nov 2026, followed by 
practical course.
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4.2 Planned courses

4.2.3 International Phytoplankton Intercalibration (IPI): t.b.i. –
IOC; sample analyses, taxonomic quiz on OceanTeacher, 
intercalibration report and workshop, from January to December 
2026. Pending new host arrangement.

4.2.4 Validation and inter-calibration workshop at the National 
Marine Information and Research Centre (NATMIRC), 
Swakopmund, Namibia, January 2026

4.2.5 Advanced Phytoplankton Course 14, Station Biologique de 
Roscoff, Italy, 2026, t.b.c..
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FAO HAB training
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Strategic references:
• IPHAB Strategy (IPHAB-X) Document IOC/IPHAB-XV. Inf.4

• IPHAB principles for capacity enhancement in research on and 
management of harmful algal events (IPHAB-IX)

• INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE HAB RESEARCH STRATEGY 
(GlobalHAB and before that GEOHAB)

• HARMFUL ALGAL INFORMATION STRATEGY (HAIS -> GHSR) 
Document IOC/IPHAB-XV. Inf.12

• STRATEGY ON CIGUATERA with FAO, IAEA and WHO
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