FACT SHEET Working Group 6:

 Regional Working Group 6:  Pacific Island Countries and Territories Regional Working Group on Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System

Chair: Mr. Mathew Moihoi (PNG) February 2025 
Vice-chair Ms Mele Manu (Tonga), February 2025

	Working Group 6:  Regional Working Group on Tsunami Warning and Mitigation in the Southwest Pacific Region

Terms of reference (updated in Jan 2023):

1. To continually review and evaluate capabilities of, and make recommendations for improvements to countries in the Pacific Islands and Territories (PICT) Region for providing end to –end tsunami warning and mitigation services within the multi-hazard framework. 
2. To support the involvement and contribution of PICT in the activities of the ICG/PTWS 
3. To promote and facilitate the tsunami hazard and risk studies in the PICT region. 
4. To facilitate cooperation in the establishment and upgrading of earthquake and tsunami monitoring networks in the region and the interoperability of these systems in accordance with ICG/PTWS requirements. 
5. To facilitate training and capacity building in the end-to-end tsunami warning and mitigation system in the region. 
6. To encourage the sharing of tsunami information, including but not limited to the free and open exchange of data. 
7. To facilitate tsunami awareness in school curricula, and development and dissemination of public educational materials 
8. To work in cooperation with PTWS Working Group 1, 2, & 3 and relevant task teams, especially on activities that strengthen country capacity in tsunami warning, risk mitigation & emergency response. Support the implementation of Tsunami priorities under the UN Decade. 


	
Membership:
Members composed of representatives from Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs), Council of Regional Organizations in the Pacific (CROP) Agencies, International Tsunami Information Centre (ITIC) and WMO, Chair and Vice-Chair elected by the members of the Working Group AND endorsed by the ICG.



	
The following applies for all working groups:
Languages:  English, Spanish and French
Meetings:  Meet intersessionally.
Coordinator and Elections:  Follow the rules of procedures applying to IOC Subsidiary Bodies.  Chair and at least one vice chair who will be elected either by the ICG/PTWS or the members of the working group for two years with possible re-election of one term in the same position.
Members and appointment:  Nominated by member states in accordance with the rules of procedures applying to IOC Subsidiary bodies.  Technical experts can be invited at the discretion of the Chair.
Calendar of Intersessional work should be determined by the working group at the working group meeting and included in the report.
Duration of the WG:  Two years.
Reports:  A final report has to be submitted two months before the parent body meeting and for each working group meeting within the two following months.  
Financial resources:  At national expense.
Amendments:  As warranted by the working groups.

	



Contact Details Working Group 5 Sub-Regional Working Group on Tsunami Warning and Mitigation in the Southwest Pacific Region

	Name and Contact Details
	Institution, Country
	Email

	Mr. Mathew MOIHOI
Principal Seismologist – Port Moresby Geophysical Observatory
Tel: +6753214500
Fax: +6753213976
P.O. Box 323, Port Moresby, National Capital District
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
	Port Moresby Geophysical Observatory, Papua New Guinea
	mathew_moihoi@mineral.gov.pg pmgo@daltron.com.pg 


	Ms Mele MANU
Acting Chief Geologist – Natural Resources Division, 
Tel: + 676 740 1301
Vena Rd, Nuku'alofa, Tonga

	Natural Resources Division, Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources 

	mmanu@naturalresources.gov.to 

	Mr Laitia FIFITA 
Director of Meteorological Service
Tonga Meteorological Services
P.O. Box 845
Nuku’alofa
Tonga
Tel: +676 35123
Fax: +676 28032
	Tonga Meteorological Services, Tonga
	laitiaf@met.gov.to 

	Dr Laura KONG 
Director 
International Tsunami Information Centre (ITIC)
	ITIC, HAWAII
	laura.kong@noaa.gov 

	Mr Jonathan  TAFIARIKI 
Director 
National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) 
Solomon Islands 
	NDMO, Solomon Islands
	JTafiariki@ndmo.gov.sb 

	Anthony JAMELOT (France – French Polynesia)
Geophysicist | Tsunami scientist
BP 640 98713 Papeete CEDEX
Tel: +689 87 78 36 46

Timezone = UTC-10H
	CEA
Laboratoire de Géophysique de Tahiti (LDG)
Centre Polynésien de Prévention des Tsunamis (CPPT)
NTWC
	jamelot@labogeo.pf 

	Mr Rennie VAIOMOUNGA
Deputy Secretary 
Natural Resources Division 
Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources 
Tel: + 676 740 1301
Vena Rd, Nuku'alofa, Tonga

	Natural Resources Division, Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources 

	rjegsen@naturalresources.gov.to 



