
6.3.5 DEEP SEA AND AREAS BEYOND NATIONAL

JURISDICTION (ABNJ) 



19 of 35 states in the Wider Caribbean have an EEZ with >90% of deep-sea (>200 meters)

Data from Esri’s How much deep-sea is in your EEZ? https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/c508abed461d4d49aa7c17d38949ce79
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19 de los 35 estados del Gran Caribe tienen una ZEE con >90% de mar profundo (>200 metros)
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Jouffray et al., 2020



• ABNJ governance mechanism 

• Agreement under the UN LoS BBNJ Agreement
• Conservation and sustainable use of marine biological 

diversity

• Access and benefit sharing to Marine Genetic Resources

• Area based management tools including Marine 
Protected Areas

• Environmental Impact Assessments

• Capacity building and the transfer of marine technology

• The BBNJ Agreement still requires parties to sign, ratify and 
implement

The BBNJ Agreement
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• Decision making and management need best available 
scientific knowledge 

• Collaborative efforts in global networks (DOSI, DOOS, 
POGO, ODL) 

• Technical and human capacity for deep-sea needed
• of states. 
• 2022IOCARIBE Ocean Decade CD WG deep sea session 

recognized 
• tdeep-sea exploration & research important 
• lack of access to infrastructure and tools 
• Financial and personnel resources are priority 

• Results are comparable to the ODL global assessment 
• Prioritizing deep-sea exploration with tailored 

strategies for each location

Only 5 nations have 
research vessels and 
technology to study the 
deep sea, its biodiversity 
and resources and build 
capacity at sea
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• Critical need to have access to the best available 
deep ocean scientific information and knowledge to 
guide in upcoming UN negotiations 

• More experts are needed 
• Supporting CD work at sea is urgent 
• Take advantage of existing research vessels, the 

regional experts and the networks working in the 
region.
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