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Geographic Vulnerability

21
Square kilometers

Total land area

65
Meters elevation

Command Ridge highest point

0.5°
South latitude

Near equatorial location

Critical exposure: Most population lives within hundreds of meters of 

coastline



Emergency Response Structure

Department of NES

Lead disaster response agency

• National Rescue & Fire 
Services

• Emergency & Ambulance 
Service

• Meteorology & Hydrology 
Service

• NDRMO
• Nauru Life-Guards

National Controller

Secretary of NES coordinates all 
disaster response



Tsunami Warning Sources
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center
Primary source: PTWC/NOAA regional advisories and bulletins



Warning Protocol Steps
01

Receive

NMHS monitors PTWC bulletins and sea-level gauges

02

Assess

NMHS Assess threat comparing it to national thresholds.

03

Decide

Secretary for National Emergency Services declares 

protective action per NDRM Plan

04

Disseminate

Multiple channels: SMS, radio, sirens, social media, NTV 

News.



Threshold 
PTWC 
Product 
Type 

Earthquake 
Parameters 

Threat 
Levels  
(Tsunami  
Amplitude 
Indicated for 
Nauru) 

Threatened  
Coast 

Time left 
for Initial 
Wave 
Arrival 

NES Alert Level  
and  

Recommended actions  
 

Tsunami 
Information 
Statement 

Magnitude 
of 6.5-6.9 

< 100 km 
depth 

  2 hours 

INFORMATION 
*Issue Tsunami 
Information Bulletin 
* Monitor subsequent 
PTWC messages 

Tsunami 
Threat 
Message 

Magnitude 
7.0 or 

greater,  
undersea  

or   
very near the 

sea, and  
< 100 km 

depth 

< 0.3 m None 2 hours 

INFORMATION 
*Issue Tsunami 
Information Bulletin 

* Monitor subsequent 
PTWC messages 

 Magnitude 
7.0 or 

greater,  
undersea  

or   
very near the 

sea, and  
< 100 km 
depth 

0.3 to 1 m 
 

Sections of 
coast with 
forecast 
amplitudes 
0.3 to 1 m 

2 hours 

ADVISORY 
* Issue Tsunami Advisory 
Bulletin (people to be on 
stand-by) 
* Monitor subsequent 
PTWC messages 

 Magnitude 
8.0 or 

greater,  
undersea  

or   
very near the 

sea, and  
< 100 km 
depth 

≥ 1 m 

Sections of 
coast with 
forecast 

amplitudes  
≥ 1 m 

 
 2 hours 

WARNING 
*Issue Tsunami Warning 

Bulletin 
(people along coasts to 
evacuate) 

 



SOPs



Tubwa.
Thank you.


