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Africa’s oceans and coasts



AFRICA’S BLUE ECONOMY STRATEGY
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A template for protecting Africa's maritime and aquatic resources, and utilizing 

them in a sustainable way that benefits our people
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AU Policy Driver



RELATED POLICY 
IMPERATIVES



Key  AIMS and Blue 
Economy Services and 

sectors for Africa



Key to the goals of MarCOSIO
consortia





EU Support



GMES at a Glance

8 consortia leads (CSIR, UoG, ICPAC, RCMRD, SASCAL, OSS, CSE, CICOS 

122 institutions in 45 African countries 

12 e-Stations delivered 10 regional geoportals (7 terrestrial and 3 marine) 

+100 training delivered / + 10,000 trainees and trainers / for 25,000 training days

Distance Learning Platform (DLP) https://gmestraining.Africa-union.org 

GMES Network of Universities

Women in GMES & Africa

Youth hackathons



MarCOSIO

The GMES and Africa’s Marine and Coastal Operations for Southern, 
Eastern Africa and the West Indian Ocean Island states, is coordinated 
by the CSIR.

The MarCOSIO consortia develops  applications and services to 
support  policy and economic drivers for the Oceans economy.

The consortia champions co-designed and co-developed (indigenous 
knowledge) decision-supporting services utilizing the EO data 
accessed through the EU Copernicus (Sentinel suite).



MarCOSIO Objectives

• Understand local ocean and coastal systems 
(bespoke offerings).

• Understand user needs through the 
networks and expertise of the consortia 
partners.

• Promote the sustainable management of 
marine resources. 

• Support marine governance and protection 
(Africa is policy rich).

• Stimulate the utilization of EO based services 
and applications to promote the growth of the 
blue economy.

• Build and strengthen sustainable 
expertise and institutions.



Consortium Partners

Still Zukile 
Hutu

Happy Peter



Countries covered



Roles and Responsibilities



Services









Additional Oil Spill service





Training supporting User needs, 
sustainability for impact. 

• Marine and Ocean workshop (May – Cape Town)

• Madagascar Stakeholders Event (June) (Nairobi Convention)

• Southern African Regional student exchange workshop (September
Kenya)

• More than 30 students from Madagascar, South Africa, Kenya, Tanzania
and Mozambique are attended the workshop.

• Southern African Regional Workshop (September Kenya)

• EO4Africa symposium in Frascati-Italy in September
(JRC/ESA/EUMETSAT, AUC ) event

• Namibia Stakeholder Event (2025) (Support Abidjan Convention)

• Award studentships to African students 2024/25 ongoing



Objective of Policy and Technical Expert 
Groups

• Increase high level awareness of GMES and Africa and
MarCOSIO.

• Align services to policy and institutional framework for
sustainable management of GMES products and services

• Sharing knowledge and best practices among consortia as
well as among all GMES & Africa programme’s stakeholders
and partners

• Involve policy experts and senior technical experts from
relevant African stakeholders (public institutions), academia,
and private sector.



Outreach and communication



Conclusion

• GMES MarCOSIO, uses a consortia approach in the development of
its services.

• Utilizes and builds upon the African partner expertise (capacity
development)

• Key philosophy is Co-design, co-create and co-fund.

• Integrates data from multiple sources to address issues around
climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution.

• MarCOSIO wants to support presidential level policy mandates to
the safety and livelihoods of the artisanal fisher.

• Awareness, capacity building, monitoring and education are key!

• success of MarcoSIO and your partnership with other west Indian
ocean island states.

• GMES Phase 3 opportunities.



Thank you
sgovender5@csir.co.za

Sives.Govender@gmail.com

https://marcosio.org/

Follow us:

LinkedIn: Africa Marine for coastal Operations in 

Southern Africa

Twitter: @AfricaGMES

mailto:sgovender5@csir.co.za
mailto:Sives.Govender@gmail.com
https://marcosio.org/
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