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Capacity Development 
in OBIS

Data systems are only as strong as 
the capacity of the people 

contributing to them



Community-Created Capacity

OBIS Nodes

OBIS 
Secretariat

Local 
capacity

Ocean 
Teacher 

Global 
Academy



OBIS Partnerships 
in Capacity 
Development



Ocean Teacher 
Global Academy

Certified 
courses through 

Regional 
Training Centres

Each OBIS 
node must have 

certified staff



OBIS 
Training 
Resource
s

Manuals 
& 

Courses
Tools Vocabulary

How-To Videos
• 18 videos on data 

formatting and 
publishing
• 7 translated into 

Spanish

OBIS Manual
• Comprehensive 

guidelines 
• DwC Term checklist
• Example datasets

OTGA Courses
• OBIS certification course
• Data management, eDNA
• Spanish courses

Workshops
• Community organized 

with Secretariat support
• E.g. MBDM workshop, 

DOOS, MBON, AIR 
Centre



OBIS 
Training 
Resource
s

Coding & QC Tools
• R & Python packages 
• Data QC Tools 
• OBIS notebooks

• Parquet data exports, 
speciesgrids, environmental

• Community-created code 
examples
• E.g. IOOS BioData Guide

Georeference tools
• Map and geometry 

string tools
• Shiny app coordinate 

converters

Metadata
• GOOS BioEco Portal
• EOV Metadata 

Application

Tools Vocabulary
Manuals 

& 
Courses



OBIS 
Training 
Resource
s

Controlled vocabulary 
• OBIS Vocabulary Team

• Includes GBIF members
• Tools for finding vocabulary 

in measurement data
• OBIS decision tree
• How-To YouTube series
• SeaDataNet Facet Search

Tools
Manuals 

& 
Courses

Vocabulary



OBIS & GBIF Strategy
Technical 

Cooperation

Community and 
Capacity

Areas of 
Collaboratio
n

docs.gbif.org/obis-gbif-joint-strategy



OBIS & GBIF Strategy

Actions
● Joint data mobilization and data calls
● Enable coordination mechanisms 
● Develop clear messaging around the 

partnership
● Develop joint training resources

Technical 
Cooperation

Community and 
Capacity

docs.gbif.org/obis-gbif-joint-strategy

Areas of 
Collaboratio
n



OBIS & GBIF Strategy

Develop joint training resources
● Encourage data mobilization to/from 

OBIS
● GBIF technical support data hour
● Joint training for new Darwin Core 

Data Package
docs.gbif.org/obis-gbif-joint-strategy

Technical 
Cooperation

Community and 
Capacity

Areas of 
Collaboratio
n

Marine data 
has unique 

considerations



Strengthen OBIS-GBIF 
collaboration
• Joint training & resources

• Co-develop shared training curriculums

• Integrations with OTGA

Pursue shared fundraising 

Explore joint community 
engagement roles

• Joint training & resources
• Co-develop shared training 

curriculums
• Integrations with OTGAFuture 

Directions



Summary

Capacity development is 
collaboration
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