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National Tsunami Warning & Mitigation System

The Indian Tsunami Early Warning Centre (ITEWC), established at
Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS)
under the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), Government of
India, has been operational since 15 October 2007. It is equipped
with  comprehensive  observational, computational, and
communication systems that enable real-time data reception,
analysis, and issuance of tsunami advisories as per a defined
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP).

As a Tsunami Service Provider (TSP) alongside Australia and
Indonesia, ITEWC provides tsunami advisories to Indian Ocean
Rim countries under the IOC-UNESCO IOTWMS framework.
Within India, ITEWC issues Warning/Alert/Watch advisories to
national and state Disaster Management Organisations (DMOs),
with NDMA, state/local DMOs, and media forming key
components of the national warning chain. Public evacuation
responsibilities rest with the respective state and local DMOs.

In support of tsunami preparedness, India has implemented
UNESCO’s Tsunami Ready programme. The Odisha State Disaster
Management Authority (OSDMA), with support from INCOIS,
achieved Tsunami Ready recognition for 26 villages in 2024,
making India the country with the highest number of UNESCO-
recognised Tsunami Ready communities to date.

Exercise Participants

On 15 Oct 2025, west coast of India
participated in IOWave25 exercise up to
SEOC/institute level. On 4 Nov, Andaman
& Nicobar Islands conducted tsunami
exercise up to community level. A total of
16 villages and 381 schools across three
districts were involved and successfully
evacuated. In all, 52,103 school students
and teachers and 59,601 community
members including disabilities, elderly,
youth involved in evacuation, 111,704
participants in total.

Key agencies involved included NDMA,
State/District DMOs, Indian Navy, Coast
Guard, NDRF, Army, Port & Harbour,
Power, Water, Fuel, Telecom, Shipping,
Health, Fire & Rescue, Fisheries, and
Petroleum sectors.

National Organisation of Exercise IOWave25

India participated in IOWave25 tsunami exercise at national level
on two dates, (i) Makran scenario on 15 October 2025, and (ii)
Sumatra scenario on 5 November 2025. As a Tsunami Service
Provider (TSP), ITEWC issued test bulletins to Indian Ocean
countries for all four exercise scenarios.

In preparation for the exercise, India participated in IOTWMS pre-
IOWave25 online workshop held on 4-6 August 2025, with over
120 participants from DMOs, Indian Coast Guard, Navy, NDRF,
ports, shipping, oil & gas, and other sectors. INCOIS also
conducted two conclaves for east and west coasts and discussed
IOWave25 planning. A National Tsunami Exercise Manual was
prepared and shared with all participating agencies. Coastal
authorities conducted local training and coordination meetings.

West coast of India participated up to SEOC/institute level on 15
October. The east coast, except for A & N Islands, could not
participate in exercise due to Cyclonic Storm Montha. A & N
Islands participated up to community level on 4 November, with
about 112,000 people from 16 coastal villages and 381 schools
(tsunami walk) involved and evacuated to shelters. Overall public
notification time was less than 10 minutes, used multiple
communication channels. Tsunami Ready indicators were also
tested for four Tsunami Ready implementing villages Aerial Bay,
Karmatang (Mayabunder), Mus, and Campbell Bay.

Lessons Learnt

IOWave25 tsunami exercise was a major success, significantly strengthening
awareness and preparedness among coastal communities, especially in A & N
Islands. Continued efforts are essential, including regular volunteer traininﬁ, drills,
and coordination meetings. SOPs should be updated, with clear post-di

reporting systems. Communication networks to be strengthened. Community
outreach should be expanded, particularly in remote and island regions. Regular
mock exercises, training, and awareness programmes at community level are vital.
Tsunami Ready programme should be scaled up in vulnerable coastal villages.
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Further Information:

Links to the social media: @IOWave25 and #lOWave25
X (twitter): https://x.com/ESSO_INCOIS

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/incois_official/

Facebook: https://m.facebook.com/p/INCOISofficial-100095071570299/

Linkdin: https://in.linkedin.com/company/indian-national-centre-for-ocean-information-services-incois

Andaman & Nicobar Islands Tsunami Exercise participation Reports:
Report on Andaman & Nicobar Islands Participation in Tsunami Mock Exercise.pdf

Report on A&N Schools participation in Tsunami Exercise.pdf

I0OWave25 exercise News Links:
e https://incois.gov.in/documents/Reports/News/news 14102025 20251014140820.pdf

e https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tsunami-mock-drills-on-october-15-and-november-

5/article70161855.ece
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