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UNESCO/IOC Ocean Training Internships
https://oceanexpert.org/event/4988
APPLICATION GUIDELINES FOR HOST INSTITUTES
The IOC of UNESCO Ocean Training Internships aim to provide opportunities for hands-on learning and upskilling through a temporary assignment at host institutions with expertise on subject areas relevant to the IOC mandate. 

As an IOC Ocean host institute you are requested to:
- have the capacity to host and supervise an ocean professional for up to 3 months, between September and December 2026;
- have a collaborative relationship working with any IOC of UNESCO global Programmes or IOC Regional Sub-Commission Bodies;
- be willing to co-design and implement a training plan with specific deliverables contributing to implementation of work plans adopted by IOC Regional Sub-Commissions and programmes
Who can apply?
Any host institute that works on activities contributing to the IOC regional needs or needs from the IOC global programmes. All information received from the different regions and programmes are listed here: https://oceanexpert.org/document/38137 

What are the priority areas of expertise/topics?

For 2026 we are seeking host institutions that offer placements to interns providing their expertise in priority areas. Applicants will be asked to indicate which of the host institutions best fit their internship objectives and how undertaking the internships at the said host institution relates to their current role and will benefit their employing institutions. 

Application Process

Mentors should complete the application form online here. 
to prepare and submit the following:
- an expression of interest detailing the existing relationship of the institution to IOC programmes and how the internship activities can contribute to the implementation of work plans adopted by IOC Regional Sub-Commissions (text file of maximum 500 words);
- a summary of existing support mechanisms for interns that are currently available in the host institution;
- a profile of the mentor/staff that will be responsible in coordinating with the IOC Ocean Traineeship organiser.
The host institute most consider the following organisational tasks:
- the supervisor will provide an official invitation letter to facilitate the visa process
- will assist in finding accommodation
- will support and coordinate the administrative arrangements within the host institution to enable access to the facilities 
- will supervise the trainee according to the workplan
- approve that extra travel costs related to the workplan will be covered by the host institute
- will be available for possible online intake interviews with the secretariat and the trainee

DEADLINE for applications is on 30 April 2026 23:59 (Central European Summer Time).
In the first 2 weeks of May all submission will be reviewed by the CD secretariat.
If shortlisted, an interview will be arranged to discuss the workplan and the practical arrangements.
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