
UNESCO-IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition

Response Plans



UNESCO-IOC Tsunami Ready Indicators



Context setting

Before we can:

• Commit to PREP 3 & 4 (Outreach & 

Education), and 

• Commit to  PREP 5 (Tsunami Exercises),

We need to:

• Plan for evacuations in the community

Community Evacuation Plans:

• Are part of Community Response Plans,  

which in turn -

• Are informed by National Tsunami Response 

Plans

Reminder - Evacuation Planning



UNESCO-IOC Tsunami Ready Indicators



Policy Setting: Tsunami Response Plans

Legislation

National DRM Plan

National Tsunami Response Plan

Community Tsunami Response Plans



Tsunami Response Plans: Guidelines



Link

https://www.aidr.org.au/media/11996/handbook_tsunami_2025.pdf


Tsunami Response Plans: Examples

Link

Link

https://www.civildefence.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/documents/publications/guidelines/supporting-plans/Tsunami-Advisory-and-Warning-Plan-Supporting-Plan-Update-Jun-2020.pdf


Tsunami Response Plans: Examples

Link Link

https://www.palaugov.pw/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Palau-National-Tsunami-Support-Plan.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/noindex/2024-02/2023_NSW_State_Tsunami_Plan.pdf


National Tsunami Response Plan

NTWC NDMO

National 
Tsunami 

Response Plan

Procedures Procedures



National Tsunami Response Plan: 

Components

1. Context
2. Responsibilities
3. Tsunami Warning
4. Tsunami Emergency Response
5. Tsunami Awareness



National Tsunami Response Plan: 

Components

1. Context
i. Purpose (Plan to be used by…)
ii. Hazard description (brief summary):

a. Distant sources
b. Regional sources
c. Local sources

 

NZ Tsunami Warning & Advisory Plan



National Tsunami Response Plan: 

Components

2. Responsibilities
i. NTWC 
ii. NDMO
iii. Local Authorities
iv. Villages/Communities
v. Support agencies/emergency services
 



National Tsunami Response Plan: 

Components

Examples of Support Agencies:
• Police
• Fire
• Maritime Authorities
• Port Authorities
• Telcos
• Media
• Others?

(May require formal Memoranda of Understanding)



Example of a Memorandum of Understanding

Link
National Tsunami Plan:

https://www.civildefence.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/documents/mou/moc/Broadcast-Media-Memoranda-of-Understanding-May-2025.pdf


National Tsunami Response Plan: 

Components

3. Tsunami Warning
i. Monitoring & Assessment

a. TSP (e.g. PTWC)
b. Geoscience/NTWC

ii. National Tsunami Notifications (e.g. Information/Watch/Warning)        
example:

 

     Describe the content/text of each type of Notification & audiences

Ampl @ shore Threat definition Notification Comms Mode

<0.3m No threat Information Statement SM, web

0.3-1m Beach & marine tsunami activity Watch/Advisory Email, SM, web

>1m Land & marine threat Warning            Cell, email, SM, web



National Tsunami Response Plan: 

Components

3. Tsunami Warning (cont’d)
iii. Thresholds & initial actions                                                           

example:

 

 

Source area Threshold Actions

Local a        
0-1 hr from nearest shore

M≥6.5  and 
<100km deep

• Natural, felt signs are the primary warning 
• Tsunami Warning: Tsunami Marine & Land Threat

Local b (Kermadec)
<1 hr from nearest shore

M≥7.5  and 
<150km deep

• Tsunami Watch: Strong Unusual Currents, or 
• Tsunami Warning: Tsunami Marine & Land Threat

Regional       
1-3 hrs from nearest shore

M≥7.5  and 
<100km deep

• Information Statement (being assessed), followed by:
• Tsunami Watch: Strong Unusual Currents, or 
• Tsunami Warning: Tsunami Marine & Land ThreatDistant         

>3 hrs from nearest shore
M≥8  and     
<100km deep



National Tsunami Response Plan

Thresholds & initial actions: Example from MG 76:

 

 



National Tsunami Response Plan

Thresholds 
& initial                                                                                                                    
actions: 
Example                                                                                                             
from MG 76

 

 



National Tsunami Response Plan: 

Components

4. Tsunami Emergency Response

i. NDMO actions, communication, relationships

ii. Regional/Local Authorities actions, communication, relationships     
(if applicable) 

iii. Villages (brief summary of actions as this is covered in the 
Community Response Plans)



Response Actions Table: Example

 
Notification NDMO

Local 
Authorities

Villages

Information 
Statement

Xx Xx -

Watch/Advisory
Xx
Xx 

Xx
Xx 

Xx
Xx 

Warning
Xx
Xx
Xx 

Xx
Xx
Xx 

Xx
Xx
Xx 



National Tsunami Response Plan: 

Components

5. Tsunami Awareness

i. Terminology/Glossary
ii. Consistent messages/advice
iii. Media guidance
iv. Evacuation zones & definitions
v. Signage templates & standards

 



IOC Tsunami Glossary

Link

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000188226


Media support

Link

https://www.civildefence.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/documents/media/media-guide-tsunami-warnings-4-sep-2020.pdf


Signage

Link
ISO

https://www.civildefence.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/documents/publications/guidelines/technical-standards/ts-01-08-national-tsunami-signage.pdf
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui#iso:grs:7010:W056


Community Tsunami Response Plan: 

Components

A stand-alone plan 

or 

Included in an all-hazards DRM 
Plan (often as part of a wider DRM 

initiative – i.e. CDCRM in Samoa)



Community Tsunami Response Plan



Community Tsunami Response Plan

If a stand-alone plan, include:

1. Tsunami risk description (incl. historical events relevant to the area)

2. Tsunami inundation areas & evacuation zones, evacuation 
routes (map)

3. Tsunami warnings
i. Natural warnings
ii. Official notifications: Types, origins, channels

4. Evacuations (see earlier)



Tsunami evacuation plans: 5 Parts

1. Evacuation time
2. Evacuation order arrangements
3. Evacuation management arrangements
4. Evacuation SOPs
5. Community awareness arrangements



Community Tsunami Response Plan

If part of an All-hazards DRM plan, ensure inclusion of:

• Tsunami risk description (incl. historical events relevant to area)
• Map of tsunami inundation areas/evacuation zones & 

evacuation routes
• Types of tsunami notifications and warning channels
• Who issues evacuation orders, via what channels
• Natural tsunami warnings and what to do
• Tsunami evacuation arrangements (different from i.e. cyclone)



Tsunami Ready Pacific Islands

PTWS in Action

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Si1Kt15NoFk
https://www.weather.gov/itic-car/ptws_tsunami_warning_video


Thank You.  Questions? 



TNC & TWFP
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