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Country Context Overview (Kiribati in brief)

•  The Republic of Kiribati is a Pacific 
island nation comprising 32 atolls 
and one raised island (Banaba), 
spread across the equator. All 
divided into 3 groups.
• Most land is less than 2 m above 

sea level, making it one of the most 
climate-vulnerable countries 
globally.
• The population is around 120,000–

130,000, with high density on South 
Tarawa, where land space is a 
challenge.
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Kiribati 
Tsunami 

Support Plan

Purpose – To guide the Nation in its efforts to 
coordinate preparedness, warning, response, 
& recovery actions for tsunami events.

Authority – CCDRM ACT 2019 & KMS ACT 
2021

Scope – Agencies, Government ministries, 
Island councils,NGO’s, civil society, private 
sectors, and communities, and foreign 
nationals



Past Tsunami Events Affecting Kiribati



Emergency Response Action

Criteria Type of 
Advisory/Alert/Warning

KMS NDMO

Wave Height <0.3m

Information

Run Model, Activate and 
disseminate Tsunami 
Information form to 
NDMO

Disseminate information 
to relevant authorities 
and public

Wave Height 
0.3M≥H<1M
Arrival Time 3hr≤T<6hr Watch

Run Model and activate 
and disseminate 
Tsunami Watch form to 
NDMO

Disseminate information 
to relevant authorities 
and public

Wave Height 1M ≥H<3M
Arrival Time <3hrs Warning

Activate and 
disseminate Tsunami 
Warning Form to NDMO

Coordinate 



Tsunami 
Warning 

Flow Chart



Challenges:

Kiribati Tsunami 
Early warning 

system

LiDAR data Hazard and 
evacuation map

Lack of capacity Human resources
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